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M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE:  April 5, 2005 

TO:  City Council Members 

FROM:  Jennifer Bruno, Policy Analyst 

RE: Resolution authorizing the interlocal agreement between the City and the 
Utah Transit Authority, regarding the design and construction of the 
TRAX station located between 800 and 900 South at 200 West 

STAFF CONTACT:  Joel Paterson, Senior Planner 

CC: Rocky Fluhart, Sam Guevara, DJ Baxter, Mary Guy-Sell, Rick 
Graham, Max Petersen, Richard A. Johnston, Louis Zunguze, Brent 
Wilde, Doug Wheelwright, Cheri Coffey, Tim Harpst, Dave Oka, Valda 
Tarbett, Matthew Dahl,  

 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
A. The Construction of the 900 South TRAX station will cost approximately $1.2 Million which 

will be provided by the Salt Lake City Redevelopment Agency (RDA) from the West Temple 
Gateway project area funds (already budgeted). 

 
KEY ELEMENTS:   
A. A resolution has been prepared for Council consideration to authorize the interlocal 

agreement between the City and the Utah Transit Authority regarding the design and 
construction of the TRAX station located between 800 and 900 South.  This resolution would 
allow construction of the TRAX station at 200 West between 800 and 900 South.  

  

B. Key points from the Administration’s transmittal and Planning staff report are summarized 
below: 

a. This station has always been included in UTA’s future plan for the North/South 
TRAX line.  When the North/South TRAX alignment and station locations were 
initially approved by Salt Lake City, UTA agreed to place a station at this location in 
the future, when area demographics would support it.  As a result, the tracks were 
“flared” in this corridor to accommodate a future station without the need for major 
track reconstruction. 

b. The current effort to build the station is the result of an analysis by UTA which 
indicated that changes in the area’s demographics, associated developments, and 
increased community support had created a favorable environment for the proposed 
station. 
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c. This station is the result of the RDA’s effort to implement the West Temple Gateway 
Strategic Plan (adopted August, 1987) which encourages development opportunities 
and a variety of transportation options in the area. 

d. This station most closely resembles the Courthouse station at 500 South Main Street 
in design and function.  The following summarizes minor differences: 

i. The tactile warning strip (two foot wide strip to warn people with visual 
impairments of the platform edge) will be constructed using cast-in-place 
technology and will be yellow in color consistent with traditional railroad 
safety color standards.  The UTA indicated this will be an improvement in 
the tactile warning strip design as the current grey pre-cast tactile tiles set in 
mortar have created a maintenance issue and a separate yellow stripe has to 
be painted to alert patrons of the platform edge.    

ii. Platform canopies will be spaced 15 feet further apart than the Courthouse 
station canopies to accommodate existing overhead contact system (OCS) 
poles. 

iii. The platform will have six trees instead of the eight trees found at the 
Courthouse station.  This is a result of the canopy spacing mentioned above. 

iv. Because the individual seats used at the Courthouse station are no longer 
available from the manufacturer, bench seating with arm rest separators will 
be used instead.  Capacity, materials, and general look of the seating will be 
the same. 

v. The platform surface will be a broomed concrete surface rather than the 
granite pavers which are used in the downtown area platforms.  All 
downtown platforms have granite pavers in order to match the granite 
sidewalks downtown.  All platforms outside of the downtown are concrete. 

vi. The mid-block crosswalk will be narrower than the Courthouse mid-block 
crossing to better fit the need and scale of the street.  The Courthouse has a 
20-ft wide crosswalk, while the proposed 900 South station will have a 10-ft 
wide crosswalk.  Two on-street parking stalls will be lost as a result of this 
crossing. 

e. The North/South TRAX line service will not be interrupted during construction of the 
station. 

C. The Police Department had no problems with the proposed TRAX station.  Public Utilities 
had no problem with the station as long as any future water, fire, or sewer service to the 
station meet all applicable standards and requirements. 

D. On December 1, 2004, the Utah Transit Authority hosted a public open house on the 
proposed station.  During the open house, the only concern raised was regarding the two on-
street parking stalls which will be lost due to the mid-block crossing, as most residents use 
this on-street parking regularly.  Following this open house, a presentation was made to the 
People’s Freeway Community Council. 

E. On December 8, 2004, the Redevelopment Advisory Committee (RAC) reviewed the 
proposed station and did not recommend any changes to the design. 

F. On December 16, 2004, the Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors reviewed the 
proposed station and did not recommend any changes to the design. 
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G. On January 12, 2005, the Planning Commission held a Public Hearing regarding the proposed 
station.  Only one person spoke regarding the proposal.  This person spoke in favor of the 
station.  The Planning Commission voted to forward a recommendation to the Council to 
approve design of the 900 South TRAX station as proposed. 

H. The Planning Staff report noted the following findings of fact: 

f. The 900 South TRAX station fulfills objectives outlined in the West Temple 
Gateway Redevelopment Plan. 

g. The station’s design is intended to provide the same aesthetics and functionality as 
the Courthouse station. 

h. The station will provide transit access to the surrounding neighborhood and support 
the growth of transit-oriented residential and business development. 

 

MASTER PLAN & POLICY CONSIDERATIONS : 
 

A. The Central Community Development Plan (adopted 1974), does not discuss public transit, 
and was adopted before serious consideration was given to developing a light rail system.  
The new master plan for this area (currently in draft form) did anticipate the construction of a 
light rail station. 

B. The Transportation Master Plan (adopted April, 1996) includes the following principles 
relevant to the proposed station: 

a. Salt Lake City’s transportation system will support and encourage the viability and 
quality of life of its residential and business neighborhoods. 

b. Salt Lake City will encourage a multi-modal transportation system.  Dependence on 
the automobile as our primary mode of transportation will be reduced by 
emphasizing other modes.  The transportation system will be designed to move 
people, not just automobiles. 

c. Salt Lake City will develop funding mechanisms which are equitable and adequate to 
meet the capital and operational needs of the transportation system. 

d. Salt Lake City will educate citizens about transportation issues and impacts, and 
encourage public involvement in the decision-making processes. 

C. The West Temple Gateway Project Area Plan (adopted August 1987) guides the RDA’s 
redevelopment efforts in the vicinity of the proposed station.  The RDA is funding the 
construction of this station to further encourage redevelopment of this area consistent with the 
plan.  The plan does not specifically mention light rail transportation.  However, the 
following stated development objectives are complimentary with the proposed station: 

a. Coordinate and improve the transportation system. 

b. Provide improved pedestrian circulation systems. 

c. Encourage the land use transition process to occur from previously low-density 
residential/commercial mix, to new service commercial uses complimentary to the 
CBD. 

d. Provide improved public streets and access to the area to facilitate better traffic 
circulation and reduce traffic hazards. 
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e. Provide for the strengthening of the tax base and economic health of the entire 
community. 

f. Provide utilities, streets, curbs, sidewalks, parking areas, landscape areas, plantings, 
and/or street furniture to give the area a new look and promote an orderly transition 
of land uses from low-density residential uses to limited retail and service 
commercial uses. 

D. The City’s 1990 Urban Design Element includes statements that emphasize preserving the 
City’s image, neighborhood character and maintaining livability while being sensitive to 
social and economic realities. 

 
CHRONOLOGY: 
 
The following is a chronology of events relating to the proposed resolution.  Please refer to the 
Administration’s chronology for details. 

• December 1, 2004   UTA open house 
• December 8, 2004   Design presented to RAC 
• December 16, 2004   Design presented to RDA Board 
• January 12, 2005    Planning Commission Hearing 
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