
GROWTH PRINCIPLES AND OBJEC'TIVES 
For Transportation Planning 

The following growth principles embody many of the values held by people of the region. They were adopted 
after reviewing input from community workshops, open houses, committee deliberations, and polling. They are 
intended to promote quality growth throughout the region. Because the greater Wasatch Region is 
experiencing rapid growth, and is expected to do so in the future, it is imperative that this growth be well 
planned and accommodated in the most efficient and cost effective way. As the Wasatch Front Regional 
Council and Mountainland Association of Governments develop regional transportation plans and programs, 
these growth principles will provide a context for these plans. Additionally, the principles may also provide a 
context for plans that are developed by local, state, and other entities, such as special utility and school 
districts, cities, counties, and private companies who develop residential, commercial, and industrial land. 

'These growth principles will be applied to the regional transportation planning process and the Regional 
Transportation Plan. Along with other required transportation factors, the growth principles will be the 
foundation and framework for developing performance criteria, such as those dealing with environmental 
quality, economic growth, cost effectiveness, enhanced mobility, safety, and other like criteria. These criteria 
will then be used as a tool in identifying projects for the Plan that best fulfill the objectives of the growth 
principles. 

The framers of these principles recognize that collaboration will be needed among the region's local 
governments and others if these principles are to be implemented and their potential benefits realized. These 
principles are intended to assist the many entities involved in making plansfor the future by providing a context 
that applies to the region as a whole. As a consequence, it is hoped that the region's transportation and other 
services will become more efficient and that its quality of life, as defined by the principles, will be enhanced. 

Growth Principles and Objectives 

Provide Public infrastructure that is efficient and adequately maintained: 

Promote redevelopment to better utilize existing infrastructure 

Optimize use and maintenance of existing infrastructure 

Promote compact development consistent with market demand 

Encourage contiguous growth to reduce infrastructure expenses 

Develop long term funding sources for infrastructure development and maintenance. 

Encourage cooperation and coordination in the use of transportation and utility corridors and rights-of- 
way 



Enhance the regional economy: 

Improve mobility to foster a robust economy 

Use transportation investments and land use decisions to develop the regional economy 

Transportation and land use decisions should lead to improved quality of life to help retain and recruit 
businesses and labor 

Transportation and land use decisions should help keep our region an affordable place to live and do 
business 

Promote regional collaboration: 

Encourage collaboration among government, business, education, civic and community organizations 

Coordinate development and maintenance of regionally significant utilities and transportation facilities 

Include a broad base of involvement in planning process 

Coordinate local and regional planning efforts 

Promote the sharing of information and expertise 

Strengthen sense of community: 

Preserve environmental, cultural, and historical assets 

Promote unity and cohesiveness while valuing diversity 

Avoid physically dividing communities 

Use transportation to bolster town centers 

Protect and enhance the environment: 

Protect and enhance the natural environment 

Enhance the aesthetic beauty of our built environment 

Promote conservation of energy, water, and regionally significant critical lands 

Enhance air and water quality 

Encourage conservation of open space and irreplaceable natural resources in land use decisions 

Create and enhance access to areas of natural beauty and recreation 


