
ROWLAND HALL ST. MARK'S SCHOOL 
-- .- 

INDEPENDENT a COLLEGE P R E P  9 BEGINNING SCHOOL- UPPER SCI-IOOL * F O U N D E D  1880 

April 3, 2006 

Salt Lake Ciiy Council 
45 1 S, Stale Street, Room 304 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84 1 1 1 

Re: Petitions 400-05-05 and 400-05-09, Rowland Hall-St. Mark"s School 
Request to Rezone Property at 1443 East Suxllnyside Avenue from Open 
Space OS to Institutional I and to Amend the East Bench Master Plan 

Honorable Members of the Salt Lake City Council; 

Represeritatives of R.owland Hall-St. Mark's Scllool attended the 
Coun.ci17s March 7, 2006 meeting at which you discussed our petitions with 
your staff.' At illat meeting several council members lnentioned the 
importance of open space, and identified it as a key issue to be considered. 
~ s ' t b e  Planning ~ t a f f ~ e ~ o r t  recognizes, our proposal for development of 
the property promises "an end use with sigi~ifkant open space an~enities"." 

In order to ensure continued open space use of the property, RI-ISM 
proposes to set aside half of the land we are purcliasing :from Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery Association to be an open and green area for posterity, the 
enjoyment of our citizens, and the beauty of our cj'y by means of two 
cornpleme~lla~y legal co11~1n.itments. 

First, RFSSM requests -that the portion of the subject propem shown 
graphica.l.ly on Exhibit A to this letter be zoned Open Space at such time you 
choose to grant our petitions. Tlnis property is one-third. of the total propefly 
we are purchasing. 

Second, RHSM will enter into deed rest]-ictions, covenants, and 
conditions with respect to the re1naind.e~ of the property. 1111 th.is deed 
.restrictj.on we intend ̂ chat at any time at least &vent?-five percent of the 



prolnel-ty. ~1.1.iizl1 would still be zonecl Insti~utional afier the Council grallts 
our petjtiolis arlci creakes the new permanent Open. Space zone descxibecl by 
Exhibit A, wou.1~1 lnave no buildi~igs 9r. vehicle p:~rlting. These restrictions 
~vould. ex.press1.y provide that -they coulcl n.o-t bc modi:fied 01- ~~meuded svitliout 
the appro\;r-~l of th.e Sa1.t Lake City Co~poration. 

By tlicse two legal c o ~ ~ ~ m i t m e ~ ~ . t s ,  fifty-13el:cent oi-' the property we are 
purchasing il-om Mi;. 01 i\.et Cen~etery ~vouid for all practical pu1:poses be 
olx11 space. One,-third of the propes-ty would lx 13roteckd by (ixecl. open 
space zoning. Sixteen pain-t seven pelqcen-t of11.le ~3so1?ei-ty 'iv0~11d I x  protected 
by tine decci restrictj 011 l3ut ~voulcl all.o\-\i RHSM; \s;hen it.e-\:entuaIly builcls a 
scl~ool b~~ilcling, h e  Bexi b.i.l.j:ty to sllape the adclitioi~al opa l  space as need 
a~ncl coi~verlieiice should dictate. 

We hope d.1.i~ proposal assures the Council of our citizens hi^^, 
sincerity, a.nd good fai.tL7.. 

0u.r view of usin,g 'tine 1Mt. Olivet Pl:opei-ty would confine b~rilclings to 
t11.e northern pafl o,ft!ie property. This is 1ilcel.y to have less impa.ct on the 
neighborllood than soine uses alreacly l>cl-mi-tted. by open space zoling wl~ich 
co~~lcl  o-tlierwise be locateci just across S~lunysicle fro111 I-es.iclei~ces. These 
could be csematoriuliis, ~ ~ ~ a u s o l c ~ u n s ~  a. bal:/restz~:ura.m-t serving a goif coi~i-se, 
or an aclju~lc't o:l-:the I-Iogle Zoo. 

RFTSM iiite~~cls to co~~.stl:uc.t athletic fielcls in the so~~tli-most portioin of 
tlie Mt. Olivet Property as soon as our hind raising an.d long range site 
plal~ni~ig permit. We will. not wait to create the playing fielcls until the time a 
higln school and inicld.le school coulcl be built. Tt i.s our ex.pectation that once 
these fields are availabl.e, M-ISh'I \vo~ilcl be able to modii'S; 01: relinquish its 
lease with Salt Lake City for the use of the SL-u~nysicle Park soccer :Geld.. 
Fui-thennore, M S A 4  ~vill  offer access to SOCCLZI- league -teams and 
~neighbollnoocl chilcll-en in a manner consistent \\:.i.th our long-standing 
practice at both the Liiicolll Street ancl IMlcCa:ctliey Canlpuses. 
At the san7.e kiarcl? 7 City COCLII.CII meetjng, we lloted that several lme~iibei-s 
of the Council wei*e i~ite~ested in ~~-11eIher eithel- the E.a.st Bench Master Plan 
or the Open Space Master Plan give ally clircction. to aid in. making 
jucigme~~ts about cliff-yesentia-ti11 open space. We respectf~~lly offer -this 
observation. The Ope11 Space Mas-ter Plan of 1992 ~-u.al;es a specific 
reference to the property RFJISA;l is p~~~:cha.sing iYo111 Mt. Ol..ivet Cen~.etery. 
The Plan. states that t o  co~liplcte cl~e Trans\.alley Co~:ridoi-, a patlnway sl~ould 
run along the No~:tln sidc of Sunng-side ,.4.\.enuc at this property. Furthemore, 
it says that de~el.opment 011 this pro1sel:ty "sl~oulcl be iiiol~itorecl to assure tlie 



(Traiisvallcy) corridor is Icepi wide enough for adequate ~~/alltwa>-s and Open 
Space.'"ll Mre suggest [bat by this specdic reference to tllc 11-0pe1-t~ the plan 
gives direction to policy irzalters alzd su fficicnt suppoi-t ~~ ' i l l l in  tile inas ter 
plan itsel C to grant our peljtions. 

As a ~LU-tlier consideration, tlie 131-operty RHSWI is p~~rc l~as ing  G-om WR, 
0live.t Celnelery is not ~~a tura l ,  pristine ope11 space. I-Iistol-ically, it has becn 
LI scd for agricu1t~n-e aiid presently is a temporar>- deposit for lanclscapjng 
waste. Tl~us is it distingr~isl~able in its int~-insic val ~ l e  ii-om the Nol-111 Salt 
Lake lalicl which the Coullcil has recently consiclerecl. Ful-ther ciifferentiating 
tlie Mt. Olivet property from the Kol-tll Salt Lnlte lalid is that the latter forms 
part ofthe foothills wrliich a.re idel~.tiGi=cl a.s oiie of the ce~itral hcuses of the 
i <  policies, recoli~menclations and land ~lsi: p.l;u~ portions o:f the Open Space 
~ 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ .  

We loolc foi+ward to the opportunity of f ~ ~ r t h e r  discussions at the 1')11~-il 
4" City Coullcil meeting. 

cc. KI-IST\/I Board ol'rfrustccs 

' Staff atlending t1.x meeting was Janice Snl.ciinel Everett .loyce, ancl Riclc Graham, z1111ong 
othel-s. 
" Planl~iiig Coin~~lission S-txff Report. Pc-liI:iolls 400-05-03 and 400-05-09, dated 
Nove~iiber .. . 2 I, 2005, E~!el:izrt I.. Jog-cc. ,-'ICI'. page I;. 
111 Wkip 10, Tr;m.sval.l ey Foo-~l~il ls  Section, Clpen Space hjlasler plat1 of 1992, 
'" Ql,xS.lxLc_~ Plau, Or-clinance No. 79 01' 1992? page 3, ".Pl.al~ Ccnccpt-'. 




