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On December 5, 2006, the Salt Lake City Council held a follow-up briefing on defining a 
significant parcel of real property.  The ordinance contains a matrix that identifies those 
conveyances that will require reasonable notice and public hearing.  To the extent that a 
property falls into more than one category, the more restrictive process will apply.  Any 
surface use involving a street or alley closure would be subject to the full closures 
process.   
 
The lease or sale of air rights over a City street will be considered a partial street closure 
and will require a Planning Commission public hearing and consideration as a street 
closure and declaration of surplus property.  A public hearing by the City Council on the 
partial street closure and the passing of an ordinance partially closing the street is the 
finalization of that process.  The minor encroachments of existing or proposed 
architectural building features, such as awnings and cornices (moldings along the top of 
a wall) will be handled administratively under the new ordinance as minor property 
conveyances. 
 

POTENTIAL MOTION:   
The following motion is appropriate if the Council desires to adopt the ordinance.  Other 
options include deferring action until the ordinance can be discussed further in an additional 
work session.  

1. [“I move that the Council”] Adopt an ordinance defining what constitutes a significant 
parcel of real property within the meaning of the Utah State Code.  

 
 
 
 

The following information was provided previously.   
It is provided again for your reference. 

 

On February 7, 2006, the Council received a briefing regarding a proposal to define the 
types of real property subject to property conveyance notice and public hearing.  
Following a court case in Weber County, state legislation was changed to allow a 
municipality to define by ordinance what constitutes a “significant parcel of real 
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property” relating to the conveyance process.  Since Salt Lake City hasn’t defined a 
significant parcel, public hearings are scheduled before the Planning Commission for all 
conveyance of any interest in City-owned property including utility permits, leases or 
temporary use agreements, easements, and revocable permits.  Approximately 40 to 60 
conveyances are heard by the Planning Commission annually. 

State code 10-8-2(4) also requires a 14-day “reasonable notice” and an opportunity for 
public comment before a municipality can dispose of a significant parcel of real property.  
The Code also requires each municipality to define what constitutes “reasonable notice.”   

The Administration is proposing that a “significant parcel of real property” be defined in 
order to streamline the respond to the public for minor utility permits or other 
inconsequential temporary uses.  This will also increase city staff efficiency and allow the 
Planning Commission to focus on more significant issues.   The proposed ordinance also 
defines “reasonable notice.”  
 
The Administration is proposing that “significant parcel of real property” be defined to 
include:  

1. all sales of city owned property 
2. all trades or exchanges of city owned property 

In Addition: 
3. for open space property – all utility permits, easements, lease or revocable permits 
4. for golf course property – all utility permits, easements, lease or revocable permits 
5. lease of  surface rights of streets and alleys 

 
Under the proposal, public notice and hearings will not be required for utility permits, 
lease or temporary use agreements, easements, or revocable permits of other property 
(except for open space, golf courses, and surface rights of streets & alleys, which require 
the normal conveyance process including notice and public hearing).  
 
According to the proposed ordinance, reasonable notice of the proposed conveyance of a 
significant parcel of City owned real property will include: 

1. Notice to  be mailed to all abutting property owners; 
2. Notice to be delivered to the office of the City Council, posted in the office of the 

City Recorder, delivered to a local media representative, and posted on the City’s 
website.  

 
Presently, public hearings on conveyances are held by the Planning Commission.  The 
proposed ordinance will provide that the hearings regarding conveyances of significant 
parcels of real property can be held by the Public Utilities Advisory Committee or 
Airport Advisory Board in lieu of the Planning Commission.  For some parcels of real 
property located outside of city limits, perhaps the Public Utilities Advisory Committee 
or Airport Advisory Board will be the more appropriate body to conduct a public 
hearing (e.g., watershed, canal property in county area, Airport #2, Tooele Airport, etc.) 
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At the February briefing the Council asked that language be specifically added to the 
ordinance to ensure that notice and public hearings will always be provided for the 
following:  

1. Any property where the conveyance of the property would result in a request to 
amend the City budget; 

2. Any property where the conveyance of the property would result in a request for 
a change of zoning of that property; 

3. Any property that is specifically referenced in a master plan or where the 
proposed use of the land following its conveyance would conflict with the master 
plan for the area 

These three items have been added to the revised proposed ordinance. 
 
As discussed above, the City Council will receive notice of conveyance of significant 
parcels of City owned property.  The Council has the option to call for an additional 
public hearing to be held by the Mayor or his designee.  Any request for a hearing must 
be made by the Council within 15 days.  The ordinance proposed last February contained 
a shorter 7-day period, but it was changed in this revision to 15 days to be consistent with 
the current ordinance and to allow more time to add conveyances to a regular Council 
meeting agenda.  Under the proposed ordinance, the Council will no longer be given 
notice for utility permits, leases, easements, or revocable permits with the exception that 
notice will continue to be provided for any conveyance of interest in city-owned open 
space or golf course property and leases of surface rights of streets & alleys.  Notice will 
always be provided where the conveyance would result in a request to amend the 
budget, change zoning, or where the property is specifically referenced in a master plan.   
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