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SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:   November 14, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Honorary Street Name Change Policy Modifications and 

Petition No. 400-06-33 - A request by Michael Clara, Junior 
Cruz, and Boy Scout Troop 987 for a name change, on an 
honorary basis, for 300 South Street between Redwood Road and 
Interstate-15, to “Adam Galvez Street”  

 
 
STAFF REPORT BY:   Jennifer Bruno, Policy Analyst 
 
AFFECTED COUNCIL DISTRICTS:   City-wide, and District 2 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT:  Community Development 
AND CONTACT PERSON:     Marilynn Lewis, Principal Planner 
      
 
KEY ELEMENTS: 
A. There are two issues for Council consideration: 

1. Petition 400-06-33 - A request by Michael Clara, Junior Cruz, and Boy Scout Troop 
987 for an honorary name change for 300 South Street between Redwood Road and 
Interstate-15, to “Adam Galvez Street” 

2. Honorary Street Name Change Policy Modifications 
B. Council Action Options: 

1. The Council may choose to deal with one or both issues, or may choose to defer a 
decision regarding Petition 400-06-33 until a formal policy for honorary street name 
changes has been discussed and adopted. 

2. The Council may wish to move this petition and the petition regarding Japantown 
(see item E below) forward, since application information is complete, but ask that 
no further applications be accepted until a formal policy can be discussed and 
adopted. 

3. The Council may wish to hold all petitions, and not accept any new petitions, until a 
formal policy can be discussed and adopted. 

C. Regarding petition 400-06-33, honorary naming of “Adam Galvez Street”: 
1. An ordinance has been submitted for Council consideration that would change the 

name of 300 South Street From Interstate-15 to Redwood Road, on an honorary basis, 
to “Adam Galvez Street.”  

2. This petition was submitted on October 2, 2006 by Michael Clara, Junior Cruz, and 
Boy Scout Troop 987, with the intention of honoring fallen Marine Corporal Adam 
Galvez, a member of the Poplar Grove community.  Corporal Galvez was killed in 
the Iraqi conflict earlier this year. 

3. Over the years there have been a number of national figures have been recognized in 
Salt Lake City with honorary street namings: Martin Luther King, Jr. (600 South), 
Cesar Chavez (500 South), Rosa Parks (200 East), Karl Malone (100 South between 
300 and 400 West). 

4. The Administration’s transmittal notes the following: 
a) Prior to submission of the Honorary Street Name Change application, the 

applicants solicited signatures from property owners on either side of the 
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section of 300 South Street.  A total of 78 signatures were presented in the 
application.  In the original application letter, the applicant states that 
though the application form does not explicitly say so, the Planning 
Division informed the applicant that signatures of residents along the 
subject section of 300 South must be presented with the application.  For 
Council reference, see attached to this staff report, the Salt Lake City 
application for an Honorary Street Name Change, as well as the former 
official policy of Salt Lake City for Street Name Changes, since recinded 
(attached). 

b) On September 27, 2006, the applicant made a presentation to the Poplar 
Grove Community Council.  The Community Council voted unanimously 
to support the petition.  The Chair of the Community Council prepared a 
letter of support (attached in the Administration’s Transmittal) and it was 
included in the application. 

c) On October 23, 2006 Planning Staff held an open house.  5 people attended 
and no negative comments were received.  

d) Requests for comment were submitted to Engineering, Permits, 
Transportation, Public Utilities, Police, Zoning Enforcement, Public 
Services, and Fire, and no negative comments were received. 

e) Planning Commission action is not required. 
f) Honorary Street Name Changes have no effect on certified mailing 

addresses or business listings. 
g) The Administration’s Recommendation – The Administration’s 

transmittal notes that after discussing the apparent confusion regarding 
policies and procedures with the Mayor, the recommendation to the 
Council is to hold all considerations for Honorary Street Name Changes, 
including the current application, until a formal policy can be discussed 
and adopted.   

h) The West Salt Lake Master Plan (1995) does not specifically address the 
issue of honorary name changes.   

i) The vision statement of the Final Report of the Salt Lake City Futures 
Commission states that Salt Lake City “Embraces pluralism and encourages 
diversity in population, urban design, and cultural expression.” 

D. Regarding Honorary Street Name Change Policy Modifications: 
1. Attached is a memo from the Director of Community Development requesting that 

the City Council place a hold on all applications for Honorary Street Name Changes 
until the Planning Staff has had time to develop and discuss procedural changes and 
guidelines with the Council.   

2. The Administration indicates that they anticipate completing recommendations for 
policy modifications for Council review and adoption by January 15, 2007. 

3. The Council may wish to identify key policies that they would like included and/or 
clarified in the Administration’s recommendations regarding Honorary Street Name 
Changes, such as: 

a) Notification process of affected parties and how their input will be 
considered; 

b) Guidelines on who may apply for an honorary street name change; 
c) Guidelines on who or what may be honored (if name changes should be 

limited to historical figures or events, and/or school mascots), and criteria 
used to determine the appropriateness of the request; 
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d) The current fee charged ($250) compared to the cost of staff resources 
needed to process these requests (initiate a study similar to business 
licensing to see if fees are covering costs). 

4. The Council may want to use the process for the current petition (described above), 
as a starting point for discussion. 

5. The Administration’s memo indicates:  
a) Currently the materials required by the application are “inconsistent,”  
b) Criteria are unclear for what categories of names are appropriate to be 

honored, 
c) Criteria are unclear as to how the applicant should demonstrate the 

support for the name change. 
E. There are currently three petitions for honorary street name changes that are in various 

stages of the City process: 
1. Adam Galvez (currently the transmittal is in the Council Office – the 

Administration’s recommendation in the transmittal is to hold action on this petition 
until a more concrete policy can be developed and adopted). 

2. Japantown Street – honorary street name for 100 South between 200 West and West 
Temple.  This petition has been submitted but has not been assigned to a planner for 
processing (see item F below). 

3. Mt. Ararat – petition filed by a City resident for an honorary street name for 800 East 
between I-80 and 3300 South (much of this is outside of the City limits).  Contact 
information on the application is incomplete, and further information is needed.  
This petition has also not been assigned to a planner for processing (see item F 
below). 

F. The Community Development Department would appreciate Council direction as to 
whether Planning should cease accepting Honorary Street Name Change applications until 
a formal policy can be adopted, or if they should continue accepting applications with the 
intention that they will not be processed until a formal policy can be adopted. 

 
OTHER CITY HONORARY STREET NAMING RESEARCH 
A. Council Staff did preliminary research on the Honorary Street Naming Ordinance currently 

in place in Chicago, which is known for its prevalence of honorary streets.  Standards are 
minimal and general, and the Council (consisting of 50 Alderman) bases decisions largely 
on the recommendation of the Alderman representing the particular district where the 
honorary name is proposed.  Since the ordinance’s inception in 1984, Chicago now has 
approximately 1,300 honorary street names, honoring figures both alive and dead, as well as 
sports teams, significant City places, and radio stations.   

1. In March 2006, a controversial honorary name was proposed for a former black 
panther leader.  As a result, the Chair of the Transportation Committee (the Council 
Sub-Committee that recommends passage or denial to the full Council), proposed 
amendments to the ordinance including:  

a. requiring a full biography of the person proposed to be honored,  
b. a list of the organizations recommending passage,  
c. a summary of the relationship of the person to be honored with the street to 

be named,  
d. possibly limiting the number of honorary street names to two per district per 

year.   
2. None of these proposed amendments were passed and the Transportation 

Committee is still studying the issue. 
3. The Council is still considering and adopting honorary street names. 
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B. In June of 2005, The City of Milwaukee adopted standards mirroring Chicago’s regarding 
honorary street name changes.1 

1. Requirements include:  
a) Application fee 
b) A written proposal of the street to be named 
c) A biography of the person or meaning of the proposed name 
d) A description of the rationale for naming the particular street 
e) Letters from supporting organizations 
f) The clerk shall then provide written notice to property owners along the 

street, of the public hearing (held by a sub-committee of the Council in this 
case), where the proposal will be discussed. 

g) The clerk will also provide a postcard survey to owners.  If more than 50% 
do not want the honorary name, the proposal is automatically dropped. 

2. The criteria that the Milwaukee Common Council must use to evaluate a proposal 
for an honorary street name include the following:  

a) The proposed name cannot duplicate any other official street name  
b) The proposed name cannot override a previous honorary designation 
c) When a street name has been given an honorary designation, no other 

proposals shall be considered for a period of 10 years 
d) Names that could be considered derogatory to a person, organization, 

religious, ethnic, or disabled persons, or names that could be considered 
obscene or blasphemous shall not be considered 

e) Names of individuals will only be considered if it is determined that it is in 
the public interest to honor the individual for historical or commemorative 
reasons, and that the individual portrays a positive image and is or was 
associated with or made a significant contribution to the public   

f) Names of individuals who have made significant contributions to the 
Milwaukee community shall be preferred over names of national figures   

g) The name of an individual may only be considered if the individual is 
deceased or has attained the age of 70 years 

3. In the event that an honorary street name request is not approved, the applicant may 
not reapply for the same honorary street name for a period of one year, nor may the 
applicant apply for the use of a different honorary name for the same street segment. 

4. In September of 2006, the Council voted to approve an honorary street name change 
for a man who was killed trying to stop a burglary at a neighbors home.  Members of 
the Council voiced concerns that grieving relatives would result in a large number of 
requests for honorary namings.2   

5. On September 26, 2006 the Council voted to place a moratorium on the 
“…consideration of all street renaming or honorary street naming requests involving 
the names of crime victims until such time as the City has developed and adopted a 
policy on the use of crime victim names in official street renamings or honorary 
street namings.”3   

6. No formal policy has been presented to the Council as of yet. 
 

                                                      
1 Milwaukee Code of Ordinances, section 113-3 
2 Larry Sandler, “Street Name Will Honor Victim, Name Change Could Be the Last,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
September 7, 2006. 
3 City of Milwaukee Common Council, September 26, 2006, Legislative File Number 060656 
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 Date:           

Name of Applicant: Phone:  

Address of Applicant: 

E-mail Address of Applicant:  Cell/Fax: 

Location of the subject street:  

Please include with the application:    

1. A letter to the Director of Community & Economic Development explaining which 
street you wish to have renamed, also describing the end points of the segment being 
proposed for an honorary street name change. The letter must also explain why you de-
sire the name change; i.e. the significance of the honorary name and its relation to or 
compatibility with the street, adjacent streets or location, and/or historical character or 
theme of the community.  

 
2. The names and addresses of all abutting property owners along the segment of the 

street being renamed.  
 

3. A property ownership map (known as a Sidwell map) showing the location of the street 
and highlighting the street where the honorary name change is proposed.   

 
4. A letter of support from the Community Council(s) for the area(s) where the honorary 

name change is proposed.  

5. Non-refundable filing fee of $250.00 due at time of application. 

County tax parcel (“Sidwell”)  maps and names of 
property owners are available at:  
 Salt Lake County Recorder 
 2001 South State Street, Room N1600 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84190-1051 
 Telephone: (801) 468-3391 

File the complete application at:  
 
 Salt Lake City Planning 
 451 South State Street, Room 406 
 Salt Lake City, UT  84111 
 Telephone: (801) 535-7757 

Signature of Applicant 
Or authorized agent 

Please Note: 
 The applicant will be responsible for reimbursing the City for the actual cost of implementing the 

changes, including any costs of updating official documents which exceed the petition fee of 
$250 and purchase and installation of all applicable street signs. The applicant will be responsible 
for reimbursing the City for the replacement of missing or damaged street signs.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the requirements of this petition, please contact a member of 
the Salt Lake City Planning staff (535-7757) prior to submitting the application. 

Dec 2005 
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