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SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:   March 6, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Petition No. 400-06-39 - A request by the Japanese Community 

Preservation Committee for an honorary street name of 
“Japantown Street” for 100 South Street between 200 West and 
300 West 

 
 
STAFF REPORT BY:   Jennifer Bruno, Policy Analyst 
 
AFFECTED COUNCIL DISTRICTS:   District 4 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT:  Community Development 
AND CONTACT PERSON:    Marilynn Lewis, Principal Planner 
      
 
Potential Motions 
1. [“I move that the Council”]  Adopt a resolution assigning the honorary name of “Japantown 

Street” to 100 South Street between 200 West and 300 West. 
 
2. [“I move that the Council”]  Not adopt a resolution assigning the honorary name of 

“Japantown Street” to 100 South Street between 200 West and 300 West. 
 

 

The following information was provided previously for the Council Work Session on February 20, 2007.  
It is provided again for your reference. 
 
 
KEY ELEMENTS: 
A. A resolution has been prepared for Council consideration that would add the honorary 

street name of “Japantown Street “ for 100 South Street between 200 West and 300 West.  
B. This petition was submitted on October 10, 2006 by the Japanese Community Preservation 

Committee (JCPC) for the purpose of memorializing the historical existence and significance 
of Japantown.   

C. Over the years, there have been a number of national figures that have been recognized in 
Salt Lake City with honorary street names such as Martin Luther King, Jr. (600 South), Cesar 
Chavez (500 South), Rosa Parks (200 East), Karl Malone (100 South between 300 and 400 
West). 

D. The Administration’s transmittal notes the following: 
1. The original Japantown encompassed much of the area now occupied by the Salt 

Palace Convention Center, which when built in 1967, destroyed most of the 
community’s buildings.  The only remnants of Japantown are buildings located on 
the block face of 100 South between 200 West and 300 West anchored by the 
Japanese Church of Christ and the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple. 
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2. Prior to submission of the Honorary Street Name Change application, the applicants 
solicited signatures of support for the proposed honorary street name from property 
owners on both sides of 100 South.   

3. Notice of the proposal was also mailed to all affected property owners.  
4. On September 19, 2006, the County Council voted unanimously to adopt a resolution 

recognizing the historical importance and presence of the Japanese community in the 
direct area of the Salt Palace (a County-owned facility) and encouraging the City 
Council to adopt the honorary street name designation. 

5. On October 18 2006, The Downtown Community Council voted to support the 
honorary street name designation (see letter in transmittal). 

6. On January 9, 2007,  the Planning Division held an open house.  Five people 
attended and no negative comments were received.  

7. Requests for comment were submitted to City Departments/Divisions including 
Engineering, Permits, Transportation, Public Utilities, Police, Zoning Enforcement, 
Public Services, and Fire. No negative comments were received. 

8. Planning Commission action is not required. 
9. Honorary Street Name Changes have no effect on certified mailing addresses or 

business listings. 
10. The petitioner will pay all costs associated with implementing the honorary street 

name change, including the cost of installing the new street signs. 
 
MATTERS AT ISSUE /POTENTIAL QUESTIONS FOR ADMINISTRATION: 
 
A. On December 5, 2006, the Council adopted a motion to hold all honorary street name 

petitions, with the exception of petitions that had already been submitted, until a formal 
honorary street naming policy can be discussed and adopted.  The Japantown Street petition 
was submitted before the Council adopted this motion.   The Administration is currently in 
the process of preparing a comprehensive analysis and updated citywide honorary street 
policy.  As of the date of this staff report, the revised policy is not yet available.   

 
MASTER PLAN & POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
A. The vision statement of the Final Report of the Salt Lake City Futures Commission states 

that Salt Lake City “Embraces pluralism and encourages diversity in population, urban 
design, and cultural expression.” 

 
B. The Downtown Master Plan (1995) does not specifically address the issue of honorary name 

changes, but it does state to following goals, relevant to this issue 
1. “Celebrate the cultural, ethnic and religious diversity of Downtown.” (p. 8) 
2. “Reinforce specific physical qualities and historical development patterns that establish 

Downtown Salt Lake’s unique urban character.” (p. 10) 
 
C. In May of 2006, the Urban Land Institute conducted a study session with members of the 

Japanese Community Preservation Committee (JCPC), focusing on ideas and options for a 
revival of Japantown. 
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