
 

 

Memorandum 
 
Date:  April 20, 2007 
 
To:  City Council Members 
 
CC:  Rick Graham, Lyn Creswell, Chief Chris Burbank, Cindy Gust-Jenson,  

Val Pope, Dell Cook, Lt. Mike Johnson, Diana Karrenberg and Michael  
  Stott 

 
From:  Jan Aramaki, Constituent Liaison and Policy Analyst 
 
RE:  Section addition to Chapter 15.04, Salt Lake City Code, 
   to include legal descriptions for three parcels in Donner Trail Park; 
   and an amendment to Section 15.08.020, Salt Lake City Code, 
   providing an exception to an earlier park closure hour for Donner Trail  
   Park 

 
 
 
 The proposed ordinance amendment is in response to a Legislative Action by 
Council Member Dave Buhler requesting that the Administration revise section of 
Chapter 15.04 of Salt Lake City Code to reflect Donner Trail Park as an exception with a 
closure time of 10 p.m. rather than the current 11 p.m.  
 
  Under Section 15.08.020 Park Hours-Designated, current code states that all 
public parks and playgrounds of the City close between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. 
with the exceptions noted in bullet points below.  An additional exception is being 
proposed for Donner Trail Park to be closed to the public between the hours of 10 p.m. 
and 5 a.m. and to include a new section of City Code, Section 15.04.330, that provides 
legal descriptions for three parcels located in Donner Trail Park.  
 

 Charles Lee Miller Park – closed to the public between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m.;  
 Pioneer Park -- closed to the public between ½ hour after sunset to 7 a.m.;  
 City parks five acres or less in size are closed to the public between 10 p.m. and  

5 a.m., with the exception of City Creek Park that has a closure hour of 11 p.m.; 
and 

 The Memorial House in Memory Grove -- closed to the public at 12 midnight and 
outdoor activities on the leased south lawn are closed at 11:30 p.m.; Memorial 
House is locked and vacant no later than 2 a.m.; between 12 midnight and 2 a.m., 
use of the Memorial House is limited to the employees who clean the premises 
following an activity. 
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 The public is prohibited in said parks on foot or in a vehicle during the above 
mentioned closure times unless traveling through the park on a public street that 
passes through the park. 

 
  Donner Trail Park is located in Council District Six at 2903 East Kennedy Drive 
(east of Hogle Zoo) consisting of 14.12 acres. There are several high rise condominium 
units in near proximity and directly east of the park and single-family homes directly 
south across from the park. Due to the close proximity of these residences to the park, 
homeowners have expressed concern to Council Member Buhler that in the warm 
weather months, teenagers tend to loiter in the park after closing hours.   Residents claim 
the disturbances from the late night gatherings are disruptive to their evenings and make 
it difficult to sleep.  They have requested that the City consider changing the park closure 
hour from 11 p.m. to 10 p.m.  This would allow enforcement efforts to begin at 10 p.m. 
rather than 11 p.m., thus providing residents the peace of mind of knowing problems 
associated with loitering in the park can be resolved earlier in the evening. 
 
      The Salt Lake City Police Department was made aware of the community’s concern 
last year regarding teenagers loitering after 11 p.m.  In response to the community’s 
concern, the Police Department increased their presence in the park during the summer 
months last year with additional patrols during park closure time.  In addition, residents 
were asked to contact the Police Department whenever violators were in the park to 
increase the effectiveness of enforcement efforts.    

 
 The Administration reports they took into consideration suggestions made by the 
community and implemented the following changes to the park to address the concerns 
associated with the disturbances that have been reported occurring in the park during late 
night hours: 
 

 Signs that notify the public of the park closure time were installed in light visible 
areas. 

 Automatic irrigation schedule was reprogrammed to turn on at the time the park 
closes to help deter individuals from gathering during late night hours. 

 Spinning playground equipment that serves as a gathering place for individuals 
during late night hours is being replaced with a more traditional playground that is 
designed for younger children’s enjoyment.  In July, the spinning playground will 
be relocated to Rosewood Park in District One.  Funding to cover the costs for the 
playground relocation was approved by the Council as part of Budget 
Amendment #3.  
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