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SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:   May 6, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Petition No. 400-06-35 - A request by the Salt Lake City 

Planning Commission to allow certain utility installations to be 
handled as Routine & Uncontested Matters in all residential 
zoning districts, the Neighborhood Commercial District, the 
Mixed Use District, the Mobile Home Park District, and the 
Open Space District, and to allow utility installations as 
permitted uses in all other zoning districts.   

 
STAFF REPORT BY:   Jennifer Bruno, Policy Analyst 
 
AFFECTED COUNCIL DISTRICTS:   City-wide 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT:  Community Development 
AND CONTACT PERSON:    Everett Joyce, Senior Planner & Nick Britton, Principal Planner  
      
NOTICE REQUIREMENTS: Newspaper advertisement and written notification to surrounding 

property owners 14 days prior to the Public Hearing 
 
NEW INFORMATION: 
A. The Administration has forwarded a new ordinance for Council Consideration that handles 

Utility Box Instillations in a slightly different manner from the previous proposal that was 
reviewed on April 8th (see Memo from Administration, dated April 28, 2008, attached).   

B. The new proposal defines three categories of ground-mounted utility boxes: 
1. Small – equal to or less than 15 cubic feet in volume, no higher than 48” (4 ft). 
2. Medium - between 15 and 40 cubic feet in volume, no higher than 60” (5 ft). 
3. Large – greater than 40 cubic feet in volume, no higher than 72” (6 ft). 

C. The proposed ordinance establishes standards and requirements for each of these 
categories, based on the zoning district: 

1. Residential Districts, Neighborhood Commercial (CN), Mixed Use (MU), Mobile 
Home Park (MH), and Open Space (OS) districts: 

a. Small boxes are considered routine and uncontested matters subject to the 
following standards: 
• Screening – screening materials are provided in a matter that minimizes the 

visual impact of the installation but also addresses Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles.   

• Location – location of the installation does not block views within sight 
distance triangles, minimizes blocking views from and of the principle 
adjacent structure, and are located near clusters of other boxes whenever 
possible. 

b. Medium boxes are considered routine and uncontested matters in the above 
zoning districts when they are located within an existing parking lot or within the 
lot of an existing commercial or institutional use (these boxes are also subject to 
screening and location standards outlined above).  If boxes are not located in an 
existing parking lot or an existing commercial/institutional use, they are handled 
as conditional uses. 

c. Large boxes are not permitted. 
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2. Commercial, Downtown, Gateway, and Special Purpose Districts not mentioned 
above (Research Park, Business Park, Foothills Protection, Agricultural, Public Lands, 
Institutional, Urban Institutional, Extractive Industries): 

a. Small and medium boxes are considered permitted uses. 
b. Large boxes are considered routine and uncontested matters, subject to the 

screening and location standards listed above. 
3. Manufacturing Districts – all boxes are considered permitted uses (this is currently 

what is allowed per the zoning ordinance). 
4. Historic Preservation Overlay District – any box within an Historic Preservation 

Overlay District shall require Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness review 
and approval. 

5. No utility boxes are permitted in the Natural Open Space (NOS) zoning district. 
D. The proposed ordinance contains an intent statement regarding screening, which reads as 

follows: <confirm text with revised ordinance> “The intent of the screening standards are to 
minimize negative visual impact while giving consideration to maintenance access and 
general safety standards.” 

E. It should be noted that the routine and uncontested process requires the signatures of 
abutting property owners.  The utility companies would have to work with these property 
owners to find a satisfactory solution to screening and location in order to obtain the 
necessary signatures. 

F. Both Rocky Mountain Power and Qwest were given copies of this latest proposal on 
Thursday, May 1.  As of the deadline for this staff report, neither have provided comments.  
It should be noted that the boxes that Qwest was proposing for it’s upcoming installation 
needs would fit into the “small” category.  

G. It is the opinion of the Attorney’s office that the process outlined in this new ordinance 
would not need to go back to the Planning Commission for review. 

H. The Council may wish to discuss this new proposed ordinance, identifying any issues to 
address that may still be outstanding.   

 
POTENTIAL MOTIONS:    
 
1. [“I move that the Council”]  Adopt an ordinance to allow utility installations as routine and 

uncontested matters in certain zoning districts, and to establish criteria and standards for 
these installations in particular zoning districts. 

 
2. [“I move that the Council”]  Not adopt an ordinance to allow utility installations as routine 

and uncontested matters in certain zoning districts, and to establish criteria and standards 
for these installations in particular zoning districts.. 

 
 
The following information was provided previously for the Council Work Session on April 8, 2008.  It is 
provided again for your reference. 
 
 
KEY ELEMENTS: 
I. An ordinance has been prepared for Council consideration to amend the Salt Lake City 

Zoning Ordinance to clarify and simply the process by which utility installations are 
handled by the Planning Division.  The ordinance would: 
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1. Allow utility installations equal to or less than 50” high x 61” deep x 68” wide (4.2 
feet high x 5.1 feet deep x 5.7 feet wide - 122 cubic feet in volume) to be considered as 
routine and uncontested matters in ALL residential zoning districts, the 
Neighborhood Commercial (CN), Mixed Use (MU), Mobile Home Park (MH), and 
Open Space (OS) Districts.  **see item B for updated information on sizes** 

a. Any utility installation larger than the aforementioned dimensions in the 
aforementioned zoning districts would be considered as a conditional use. 

b. Utilities are currently exempted from the Council’s recently-enacted 
conditional use regulations.  

c. Previously all utility installations in these zoning districts were handled as 
conditional uses. 

2. Allow utility installations in all other zoning districts, except Natural Open Space 
(NOS), as a permitted use.  Currently utility installations in some of these zoning 
districts are handled as conditional uses (see C.5.). 

3. Include utility installations as an allowed obstruction in required front, corner, side, 
and rear yards.  Previously utility installations were not mentioned at all on this 
table of allowed obstructions.  This amendment is an attempt to codify in the zoning 
ordinance what is the practice, which is that they are allowed as obstructions in 
required yards, with specific conditions as defined by staff. 

4. Continue to exempt all utilities/installations owned and operated by a governmental 
entity or public utility.  Utilities that are installed by a private entity and then turned 
over to a governmental entity would not be exempt. 

J. **New Information**/possible ordinance changes 
1. Council Staff had initially checked in with Council Members regarding this 

ordinance due to the large increase in size of boxes that would be permitted (10 cubic 
feet in volume to 122 cubic feet).  Council Members did have concerns regarding the 
large size proposed and directed staff to continue to work on the issue to try and 
identify alternatives or solutions to mitigate the potential negative impacts of the 
large sizes proposed.   

2. Since then, both Qwest and Rocky Mountain Power have contacted Council Staff, 
and have informed staff that smaller dimensions than those in the current ordinance 
would still be beneficial, and that they would like the Council to consider adopting 
an ordinance with a smaller size increase. 

3. As such, the Council may wish consider this same ordinance, with 15 cubic feet in 
volume in place of the existing size limitations.  This would accommodate current 
boxes proposed by Qwest (44”high x 36”wide x 14” deep – 3.6’high x 3’wide x 1.2’ 
deep) as well as Rocky Mountain Power’s single-phase sectionalizing cabinets 
(33”high x 36”widex 22”deep or 2.75’ high x 3’widex 1.8’ deep). 

4. The Council may also wish to add language requiring screening and/or 
consideration of neighborhood aesthetics in site placement. 

5. Staff can request the Attorney’s Office make these changes prior to the public 
hearing, currently scheduled for April 15.  

6. The Council may also wish to incorporate regulation of these installations into the 
overall review of all conditional uses in residential zones.  The Council could request 
further regulations including: 

a. Size allowances when in a more compatible area (parking lot, institutional 
use, etc.) 

b. Increased screening requirements when located in a residential district. 
K. The Administration’s transmittal notes the following: 
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1. The goal of the proposed ordinance is to clarify and standardize the process for 
utility installations.  The proposed amendment identifies which zoning districts 
should permit utility installations outright and which zoning districts should require 
a process to approve them, based on an assessment by Planning Staff which districts 
have the greatest potential for negative impacts. 

2. The proposed amendment broadens the number of zoning districts in which utility 
installations are permitted uses, based on the policy assumption that utility 
installations in commercial districts do not have a significant negative impact and 
therefore do not necessitate the level of review required in other zoning districts. 

3. The current process for utility installations follows 1 of 3 possible scenarios: 
a. Exempt Installations (used less often): 

1. installed below or at grade; or 
2. less than 20 square feet horizontally if above grade; or 
3. less than 10 cubic feet in volume if above grade; or 
4. less than 3 feet above grade. 

b. Special Exception (hardly used, as it would have to meet all of the following 
criteria) – special exceptions have an 85 ft notice requirement: 

1. Be installed on private property; 
2. Be installed below grade; 
3. not be installed in a public utility easement; 
4. serve properties outside the immediate subdivision; and 
5. be greater than 24 inches in cross-section. 

c. Conditional Use (the vast majority of utility installations are currently handled 
as conditional uses, and are processed at the Administrative Hearing level, with an 
appeal going to the Planning Commission).  Conditional uses have a 300 ft 
notice requirement. 

4. The following are zoning districts where utility installations are currently permitted 
outright and are proposed to continue to be permitted outright (with no stated size 
regulations): 

a. Corridor Commercial (CC) 
b. Community Shopping (CS) 
c. General Commercial (CG) 
d. Transit Corridor (TC-75) 
e. Airport District (A) 

5. The following are zoning districts where utility installations are currently always 
handled as conditional uses, and are proposed to be permitted outright (with no 
stated size regulations): 

a. Downtown Districts (D-1, D-2, D-3, D-4) 
b. Commercial Districts: (CB),  (CSHBD) 
c. Gateway Mixed Use District (G-MU) 
d. Special Purpose Districts: Research Park (RP), Business Park (BP), Foothills 

Protection (FP), Agricultural Districts (AG, AG-2, AG-5, AG-20), Public 
Lands Districts (PL, PL-2), Institutional (I), Urban Institutional (UI), 
Extractive Industries (EI) 

6. The following are zoning districts where utility installations are currently handled as 
conditional uses, and are proposed to be permitted as “routine and uncontested 
matters” (with the size limitations referenced in A.1.):  

a. All residential districts (except SR-2) 
b. Neighborhood Commercial (CN)  
c. Open Space (OS) 
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d. Mobile Home Park (MH) 
e. Mixed Use (MU) 

7. Utility Installations are not currently and are not proposed to ever be allowed in the 
Natural Open Space (NOS) district. 

8. Attached are the tables of permitted and conditional uses for all zoning districts 
referenced above, as it relates to utility installations, and the changes that are 
proposed. 

9. A “Routine and Uncontested” matter is a process by which applications are handled 
administratively if the applicant has received signatures from all property owners 
that abut the subject property.   

a. The signatures waive the public hearing and the Planning Staff reviews the 
application to ensure compliance with Ordinance criteria. 

b. If the applicant does not gain the signatures necessary, it would become a 
special exception and would be forwarded to an administrative hearing or 
the Board of Adjustment. 

c. A special exception has an 85 ft notice requirement, as opposed to a 
conditional use, which has a 300 ft notice requirement.  

10. The proposed size limitation (50” high x 61” deep x 68” wide 4.2 feet high x 5.1 feet 
deep x 5.7 feet wide) for a routine an uncontested matter in the above districts is 
greater than the sizes in the current ordinance which would exempt a utility 
installation from review.  Using the same units of measure as a comparison, under 
the proposed ordinance, a utility installation in the above districts would be 
processed as a routine and uncontested matter if it was equal to or less than 29 
square feet horizontally, 120 cubic feet in volume, and/or 5.67 feet high. 

11. All installations, regardless of zoning district or other process, would require 
approval from the Permits Office. 

12. Utility installations in the zoning districts mentioned in numbers 4 and 5 
(predominantly downtown, commercial, and mixed use districts), will only be 
required to get approval from the Permits Office and will not include any additional 
community input.  Planning Staff communicated to Council Staff that the vast 
majority of these applications in these zoning districts are approved and generate 
minimal controversy. 

L. This action was initiated by the Planning Commission, at the request of the Planning 
Division.   

M. All necessary departments and divisions reviewed the proposed text amendment.  No 
negative comments were received, although the Fire Department did suggest that the 
applications be handled with review and input by the community council and/or the 
Development Review Team.   

N. The Public Process included the following: 
1. The Planning Division held an open house on November 13, 2006.  No comments 

were received.   
2. The Planning Commission held a hearing on January 24, 2007.  No comments were 

received from the Community Councils or the general public.  The Planning 
Commission voted unanimously to forward a positive recommendation regarding 
the proposed text amendment.  The following items were noted at the hearing: 

a. The Planning Division rarely, if ever, receives a request for a utility 
installation larger than the maximum size for a routine and uncontested 
matter under the proposed ordinance. 

b. Planning Staff noted that residential utility installations have been highly 
contested in the past, and indicated that under the proposed ordinance, 
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these conflicts would not necessarily be mitigated.  They would however, 
be identified. 

 
MATTERS AT ISSUE: 
A. The Council may wish to consider changes to the proposed ordinance outlined in Key 

Elements item B. 
B. The Council may wish to ask the Administration what is the policy basis for including 

utility installations as an allowed obstruction in required yards. 
C. “Private/Public Utility Buildings and Structures” would be added as a category to the table 

of allowed obstructions in required yards, and is proposed to be allowed in Front, Corner, 
Side, and Rear Yards.  The Council may wish to discuss this further with the 
Administration.  Planning staff has indicated that utility installations have in the past been 
allowed as obstructions despite not being explicitly stated as an allowed obstruction in the 
zoning ordinance. 

D. The Council may wish to ask the Administraiton about allowing utility installations as a 
permitted use in the Institutional (I) zoning district.  Schools are included in this zone, and a 
recent petition for a cell phone tower on top of an elementary school generated some 
discussion in the community.  The cell phone tower was approved as a conditional use 
through an administrative hearing, where additional requirements were placed on the 
applicant to alleviate some of the concerns raised by the community council.  The Council 
may wish to inquire with the Administration what, if any, opportunity there will be for 
community comment if this text amendment is passed, and utility installations become 
permitted outright. 

E. The Council may wish to ask the Administration about zoning districts that are suggested to 
have utility installations that are permitted outright, where there may be a chance for 
impact on residential units or other negative impacts (G-MU, TC-75, CSHBD, FP)?  The 
Council may wish to ask if there is a policy basis for not applying the same or similar 
standards for allowing utility installations as are applied in the MU zone (to allow 
surrounding property owners an opportunity for a process).  The Administraiton has 
indicated that their delineation in terms of permitted outright, or permitted with size 
limitations, were zones which were either primarily residential or almost always abutted 
residential (CN), should have a greater process to overcome than zones which are primarily 
commercial or other non-residential. 
 

MASTER PLAN AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: 
A. Most of the master plans in Salt Lake City encourage public utilities to be placed under 

ground whenever possible.  None of the City’s Master Plans address a policy for size or 
location of private utility installations. 

1. The Capitol Hill Master Plan (2001), encourages the following goal: “provide well 
maintained public utilities, buildings and facilities which are visually compatible 
with the surrounding area, provide adequate service, and environmentally safe”.  

2. The Central Community Master Plan (2005) encourages the provision and 
maintenance of “dependable infrastructure, public facilities and utilities that ensure 
adequate services and a safe environment in the community.” 

 
CHRONOLOGY: 

Please refer to the Administration’s transmittal for a complete chronology of events relating 
to the proposed text amendment. 
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• September 26, 2006  Petition initiated by the Planning Commission  
• November 13, 2006  Open House held 
• January 24, 2007   Planning Commission Hearing 
• February 8, 2007   Ordinance received from City Attorney’s Office 
• June 19, 2007   Transmittal received in Council Office 
 
cc: David Everitt, Esther Hunter, Lyn Creswell, Ed Rutan, Lynn Pace, Melanie Reif, Tim 

Harpst, Mary De La Mare-Schaefer,  Cheri Coffey, Kevin LoPiccolo, Nick Britton, Orion 
Goff, Larry Butcher, Barry Esham, Janice Jardine, Russell Weeks 

 
File Location: Community Development Dept., Planning Division, Zoning Text Amendment, 
Utility Installations as Routine and Uncontested Matters 



Communication to
the City Council

ff~£
~tf)%

To: David Everitt, Mayor's Chief of Staff
Department of Community Development

. Office of the Director

From: Mary De La Mare-Schaefer, Acting Community Development Director~
~ .

Date: April 28, 2008

cc: Joel Paterson, Acting Assistant Planning Director

Re: City Council Transmittal- Petition 400-06-35: Zoning Text Amendment
by the Salt Lake City Planning Commission to allow certain utility
installations to be handled as Routine & Uncontested Matters

Staff Contact: Everett L. Joyce, 535-7930, Senior Planner, Planning Division

The following information is provided in response to the City Council Staff Report,
dated April 8, 2008 for Petition 400-06-35 - Zoning Text Amendment to allow
certain utility installations to be handled as Routine & Uncontested Matters.

I. Ordinance Changes

The Administration, in response to issues discussed in the City Council
Staff Report (Pg. 2, Key Elements - B New Information**/possible
ordinance changes), has drafted a revised ordinance that is attached to
tllis transmittal.

The revised ordinance also defines certain ground-mounted utility boxes
as accessory uses and prohibits the utility installation exemption found in
Salt Lake Zoning Ordinance Section 21A.02.050:

The revised ordinance defines three tiers of ground-mounted utility boxes:
small, medium and large. These facilities are permitted as either, Routine
and Uncontested Matters or as Conditional Uses dependent upon zoning
district, utility box size and location. Additional standards of review have
been included to address site design and screening as discussed withi'n
the City Council Staff Report.

II. Additional Zoning Districts

. The original transmitted ordinance addressed Residential, Neighborhood
Commercial (CN), Mixed Use (MU), Mobile Home Park (MH) and the



Open Space zoning districts. However, the previous ordinance changes
did not address other Commercial, Manufacturing, Downtown, Gateway
and Special Purpose districts other than those specifically mentioned.
The revised ordinance provides process requirements for ground­
mounted utility boxes within all other zoning districts not previously
addressed in the ol"iginal ordinance amendment related to Petition 400­
06-35.

III. Further Zoning Changes

Planning staff recognizes that certain small ground-mounted utility boxes
could be processed as permitted uses subject to the provision of
adequate design and location standards. However, according to the Salt
Lake City Attorney's Office, these.changes would be beyond the scope of
the present petition and would require consideration by the Planning
Commission in a public hearing prior to consideration by the City Council.
The Planning Staff will work towards making these further changes.
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SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE
No. of2008

(Amending and Enacting Provisions Related To Utility Installations in Title 21 A)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 21A.02.050, SALT LAKE CITY CODE,

PERTAIN1NG TO APPLICABILITY, TABLE 21A.24.190, SALT LAKE CITY CODE,

PERTAINING TO PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR RESIDENTIAL

DISTRICTS, TABLE 21A.26.080, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO PERMITTED

AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS, TABLE 21A.30.050, SALT

LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR

DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS, TABLE 21A.31.050, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES IN THE GATEWAY DISTRICT, TABLE

21A.32.140, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL

USES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS, TABLE 21A.36.020(B), SALT LAKE CITY

CODE, PERTAINING TO OBSTRUCTIONS IN REQUIRED YARDS, AND ENACTING

SECTION 21A.40.160, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO GROUN"D-MOUNTED

UTILITY BOXES, PURSUANT TO PETITION NO. 400-06-35.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission and the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah,

have held public hearings and have taken into consideration citizen testimony, filing, and

demographic details of the area, the long range general plans of the City, and the local master

plan as pmi of their deliberation. Pursuant to these deliberations, the City Council has concluded

that the proposed amendments are in the best interest of the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah:

SECTION 1. That Section 21A.02.050 ofthe Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to

applicability be, and hereby is, amended to read as follows:



21A.02.0S0 Applicability:

A. General Applicability: The provisions of this Title shall apply to all of the land area

within the corporate limits of Salt Lake City, as indicated on the Zoning Map as provided in

Chapter 21A.22 of this Title. Except as expressly provided in this Title, no development shall be

undeltaken without prior zoning approval pursuant to the provisions of this Title.

B. Exemptions: The following properties, uses and structmes shall, to the extent provided by

law, be exempt from the regulations of this Title:

1. Properties Of The State Of Utah Or Federal Government: Properties owned and occupied by

the State of Utah or the United States. Where laws applicable to such propelties require the

propelty owner to take reasonable steps to comply with local regulations, this exemption shall

not be constTued to abrogate that requirement.

2. Utility Installations: Wires, cables, conduits, vaults, laterals, pipes, mains, valves or other

similar equipment for the distribution to consumers of telephone or other conul1lmications,

electricity, gas or water, or the collection of sewage or stonn water when owned, operated and/or

maintained by a goverrunental entity or a public utility. Such installations shall comply with

Federal Communications Commission and Federal Aviation Administr"ation rules and regulations

and those of other authorities having jUlisdiction. This exemption shall not apply to Section

21 AAO.160 (Ground-Mounted Utility Boxes) oft11is TitleBti-ti-t-y-stfHetures JNhieh-a:Fe,-at grade, OF

i:l:eEWG gradc more--t:J:t.aH-..e1ter-p'v611ty (20) 6qtl-ai:e-feet-heJ~&lttal-].y,-ct-en (l0) ctl-sic feet iH:-veltl-ffi€

ol=-tl'lf-ee---feet:..M-aBove grad&.-Yti:lity structures, other than those speetfi.eal-Iy exempted abo-ve,

wh-~&!=Htre-on plivate prop6Fty,be~H=HR-a--1:Htlityeasemen-t;-i-Bt-Gnded to S6Fve

1'~ropClii es other thalT-t-he-if:f1ft1B4iffie-subdivision-aflEl-greater than twenty fe1±F-fficll-€s-f~
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ero 55 secti G-R.,-&Iml-J-t)e-nIT~7f0veE1--as a spe~6€J-l7tte-R~Lfle--H-e 0n5 ideR:flf".L-ft-ft-:>.t:j{test for 5r}ee-i-a!

6*€ej3-t-i 011 approval, th6-goo~j+t&tfH.6t11:-sl-nH~-6B-n-s-i-Ek-f-the gen ernl-c~8-i-J.i.ty-ili'lB-im:J3B€i:

tltaH1te-ttropo-seEl-ut-i1ity--s-t-rl:l€-R.+f€-W-i-l-l-ltave-et1-S1:H'f8-HHrntl-g-pf8-1**'t:-i-es-:-

3. Railroad Facilities: Railroad tracks, signals, bridges and similar facilities and equipment

located on a railroad light of way, and maintenance and repair work on such facilities and

equipment.

SECTION 2. That the table, entitled Table of Pennitted and Conditional Uses for

Residential Districts, which is located at 21A.24.190 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set fOlih in the attached Exhibit A.

SECTION 3. Tllat the table, entitled Table ofPennitted and Conditional Uses for

Commercial Districts, which is located at 21A.26.080 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit B.

SECTION 4. That the table, entitled Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses for

Downtown Districts, which is located at 21A.30.050 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit C.

SECTION 5. That the table, entitled Table ofPennitted and Conditional Uses in the

Gateway District, which is located at 21A.31.050 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and hereby

is, amended to read as set fm1h in the attached Exhibit D.

SECTION 6. That the table, entitled Table ofPelmitted and Conditional Uses for Special

Purpose Districts, which is located at 21A.32.140 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set fmih in the attached Exhibit E.
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SECTION 7. That the table, entitled Obstmctions in Required Yards, which is located at

21A.36.020(B) of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and hereby is, ainended to read as set forth in

the attached Exhibit F.

SECTION 8. That Section 21A.40.160 of the Salt Lake City Code, peliaining to ground­

mounted utility boxes be, and hereby is, enacted as follows:

21A.40.160 Ground-Mounted Utility Boxes.

All.Eround-mounted utility boxes shall be subject to the following regulations unless

exempted within Section 21A.02.050 (Applicability) or where limited by other provisions of this

Title.

A. Ground-Mounted Utility Boxes. Ground-molU1ted utility boxes shall mean such

facilities, including pedestals, boxes, vaults, cabinets, meters or other grOlU1d-mounted facilities

and associated equipment such as condensing units and generators that directly serve the property

or local area in which the facility is placed, that are not plimarilv for transmission or distribution

to other locations, or otherwise are customarily found in such areas.

I. Ground-mounted utility boxes are separated into three tiers: small, medium and large.

a. Small ground-mounted utility boxes are equal to or less than fifteen cubic feet

(15 cu. ft.) in volume with a limit of forty-eight inches (48") in height.

b. Medium ground-mounted utility boxes are equal to or greater than fifteen cubic

feet (15 Cll. ft.) in volume and equal to or less than forty cubic feet (40 cu. ft.) in volume with a

limit of sixty inches (60") in height.

c. Large grOlU1d-mOlmted utility boxes exceed 40 cubic feet (40 cu. ft.) in volume

with a limit of seventy-two inches (7')") in height.
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2. Residential districts and Neighborhood Conmlercial (CN), Mixed Use (MU), Mobile

I-lome Park (MH), and Open Space (OS) districts are subject to the following requirements:

a. Small ground-mounted utility boxes shall be considered routine and

uncontested matters as outlined in Chapter 21A.14 of this Title, subject to the following

standards:

i. Screen Standards. The intent of these screening standards is to

minimize negative visual impacts while taking into consideration maintenance, access, and

public safety.

(A) Screeni~lg materials are to be provided in a manner that minimizes the

visual impact onlle utility installation but also addresses crime prevention through

envirolIDlental design (CPTED) principles of maintaining views oftlle subject area from public

locations such as sidewalks and streets.

(B) Solid or opaque screening materials are permitted wJlen Rart of an

existing design element of the site.

ii. Location Standards.

(A) Location does not block views within sight distance angles of

sidewalks, driveways and intersections.

(B) Located to minimize blocking views from and of the principal

structure(s).

(C) Cluster utility installations within the sh'eetscape whenever possible.

b. Medium ground-mounted utility boxes and large ground-mOlmted utility boxes

shall be considered routine and uncontested matters as outlined in Chapter 21A.14 of this Title
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when such facilities are located within an existing parking lot or when within the buildable lot

area of an institutional or commercial use, and such facilities shall be subj ect to the screening and

location standards of subsections 2(a)(i)(AHB2 and 2(A)(ii)(AHC) of this Section.

3. Commercial, Downtown, Gateway and Special Pm])ose Districts other than those

listed in subsection 21AAO.160(2) herein shall be subject to the following requirements:

a. Small and mediLml ground-mounted utility boxes shall be considered permitted

b. Large ground-mounted utility boxes shall be considered routine and

uncontested matters as outlined in Chapter 21A.14, and subject to the screening and location

standards of subsections 2(a)(i)(A)-(B) and 2(A)(ii)(AHC) of this Section.

4. Ground-mounted utility boxes in manufacturing districts are permitted uses.

5. In addition to subsection 2(a) and 3 of this Section, any ground-mounted utility box

located within an area subject to Section 21A.34.020 Historic Preservation Overlay District (H)

shall require Celiificate of Appropriateness review and approval with respect to location and

screenmg.

SECTION 9. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its

first publication.

Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this day of _

2008.

CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:
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CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER

Transmitted to Mayor on _

Mayor's Action: ___Approved. Vetoed.---

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER

(SEAL)

Bill No. of2008.----
Published: -------

MAYOR

HB_ArrV-#4 119-vl-Amending_und_enuctinLprovisions_reluled_lo_lItilit}'_instullutionsjn_Titl<,_21 A_-_04-29-08_dran.DOC
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EXHIBIT A

21A.24.190 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Residential Districts

I
R- R-

USE FR-l/ FR-2/ FR-3/ R-ll R-I/ R-ll R!'.lfo- RMF- R:vIF- RMF- MU- MLJ-
43,560 21,780 [2,000 [2,000 7,000 5.000 SR-l SR-2 SR-3 R-2 30 35 45 75 RB 35 45 R-Mll RO

Public/private
G P' GP' GP' G pS G P' G P' G P' GP' G P' G P' G pS GP' G p-' G P' GP' G r' Gr' G" P'"

utility buildings
and structures'



EXHIBIT B

21A.26.080 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Commercial Districts

USE
Public/private utility buildings and structures"

CSHBD



EXHIBIT C

21A.30.050 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Downtown Districts
USE D-1 D-3

Public/private utility buildings and structures' G pi G pi

Qualifying Provisions:

I. Subject to conformance to the provisions in 21/1..02.0508 of this title.



EXHIBIT D

21A.31.0S0 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Gateway Districts
USE G-MU

Public/private uti lily buildings and structures l G pi

Qualifying Provisions

1. Subject to confolmance to the provisions in 21 A.02.050B of this title.



EXHIBIT E

o I PF SIVde dOfo t d21A32140T bi fP. a eo ermlt e an on Ilona ses or lpeCla urpose Istncts
USE RP BP FP AG AG-2 AG-5 AG-20 OS NOS

I
PL-2 UI MH £1 MUA PL I

Public/private
Gp i Gp J Gp i G pi G pi G pi Gpl G pi pi Gpl G pi G pi Gpl G pi Gpl G pi

utility buildings

and structurcs 1

Qualifying Provisions

I. 'Subject to conformance to the provisions in 21 A.02.0508 of this title.



EXHIBIT F

. d Y d. RT bl 21A 36 020B Ob t fa e s rue IOns In eqUlre ar s

Front And
Corner

Side Side Rear
Type of Structure or Use Obstruction Yards Yard Yard

Porches (attached, covered and unenclosed) projecting 5 feet or less X
Ground-mounted utility boxes subject to the provisions of Section
21AAO.160 of this title X X X

Recreational (playground) equipment X



SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE
No. of2008

(Amending and Enacting Provisions Related To Utility Installations in Title 21 A)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 21A.02.050, SALT LAKE CITY CODE,

PERTAINING TO A.PPLICABll.JTY, TABLE 21A.24.190, SALT LAKE CITY CODE,

PERTAINING TO PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR RESIDENTIAL

DISTRICTS, TABLE 21A.26.080, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO PERMITTED

AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS, TABLE 21A.30.050, SALT

LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR

DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS, TABLE 2IA.31.050, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES IN THE GATEWAY DISTRICT, TABLE

21A.32.140, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO PERMITTED AND COJ\lDITIONAL

USES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS, TABLE 2IA.36.020(B), SALT LAKE CITY

CODE, PERTAINJNG TO OBSTRUCTIONS IN REQUIRED YARDS, AND ENACTING

SECTION 2IAAO.160, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO GROUND-MOUNTED

UTllJTY BOXES, PURSUANT TO PETITION NO. 400-06-35.

WHEREAS, the Planning Conmlissioll and the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah,

have held public hearings and have taken into consideration citizen testimony, filing, and

demographic details of the area, the long range general plans ofthe City, and the local master

plan as pllii of their deliberation. Pursuant to these deliberations, the City Council has concluded

that the proposed amendments are in the best interest of the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City COlillcil of Salt Lake City, Utah:

SECTION 1. That Section 21A.02.050 of the Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to

applicability be, llild hereby is, amended to read as follows:



21A.02.050 Applicability:

A. General Applicability: The provisions of this Title shall apply to all of the land area

within the corporate limits of Salt Lake City, as indicated on the Zoning Map as provided in

Chapter 21A.22 ofthis Title. Except as expressly provided in this Title, no development shall be

undertaken without prior zoning approval pursuant to the provisions of this Title.

B. Exemptions: The following properties, uses and structures shall, to the extent provided by

law, be exempt £i·om the regulations of this Title:

1. Propeliies Of The State Of Utah Or Federal Government: Properties owned and occupied by

the State ofUtah or the United States. Where laws applicable to such propeliies require the

property owner to take reasonable steps to comply with local regulations, this exemption shall

not be construed to abrogate that requirement.

2. Utility Installations: Wires, cables, conduits, vaults, laterals, pipes, mains, valves or other

similar equipment for the distribution to consumers of telephone or other communications,

electricity, gas or water, or the collection of sewage or stonn water when owned, operated and/or

maintained by a governmental entity or a public utility. Such installations shall comply with

Federal Communications Commission and Federal Aviation Administration rules and regulations

and those of other authorities having jurisdiction. Tills exemption shall not apply to Section

21A.40.160 (Grolmd-Mounted Utility Boxes) of this Title

3. Railroad Facilities: Raih·oad tracks, signals, bridges and similar facilities and equipment

located on a railroad right of way, and maintenance and repair work on such facilities and

equipment.
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SECTION 2. That the table, entitled Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses for

Residential Districts, which is located at 21A.24.l90 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit A.

SECTION 3. That the table, entitled Table ofPennitted and Conditional Uses for

Commercial Districts, which is located at 21A.26.080 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set fmih in the attached Exhibit B.

SECTION 4. That the table, entitled Table of Pennitted and Conditional Uses for

Downtown Districts, which is located at 21A.30.050 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set fOlih in the attached Exhibit C.

SECTION 5. That the table, entitled Table ofPennitted and Conditional Uses in the

Gateway District, which is located at 21A.31.050 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and hereby

is, amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit D.

SECTION 6. That the table, entitled Table ofPennitted and Conditional Uses for Special

Purpose Districts, which is located at 21A.32.140 of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and

hereby is, amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit E.

SECTION 7. That the table, entitled Obstructions in Required Yards, which is located at

2lA.36.020(B) of the Salt Lake City Code, shall be, and hereby is, amended to read as set forth in

the attached Exhibit F.

SECTION 8. That Section 21AAO.160 ofthe Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to ground­

mounted utility boxes be, and hereby is, enacted as follows:

21AAO.160 Ground-Mounted Utility Boxes.
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All ground-mounted utility boxes shall be subject to the following regulations unless

exempted within Section 2lA.02.050 (Applicability) or where limited by other provisions of this

Title.

A. Ground-Mounted Utility Boxes. Ground-mounted utility boxes shall mean such

facilities, including pedestals, boxes, vaults, cabinets, meters or other ground-mounted facilities

and associated equipment such as condensing units and generators that directly serve the property

or local area in which the facility is placed, that are not primarily for transmission or distribution

to other locations, or otherwise are customarily found in such areas.

1. Ground-mounted utility boxes are separated into three tiers: small, medium and large.

a. Small ground-mounted utility boxes are equal to or less than fifteen cubic feet

(15 cu. ft.) in volume with a limit of forty-eight inches (48") in height.

b. Medium ground-mounted utility boxes are equal to or greater than fifteen cubic

feet (15 cu. ft.) in volume and equal to or less than forty cubic feet (40 cu. ft.) in volume with a

limit of sixty inches (60") in height.

c. Large ground-mounted utility boxes exceed 40 cubic feet (40 cu. ft.) in volume

with a limit of seventy-two inches (72") in height.

2. Residential districts and Neighborhood Commercial (CN), Mixed Use (MU), Mobile

Home Park (MH), and Open Space (OS) districts are subject to the following requirements:

a. Small ground-mounted utility boxes shall be considered routine and

lmcontested matters as outlined in Chapter 21A.14 of this Title, subject to the following

standards:

4



i. Screen Standards. The intent of these screening standards is to

minimize negative visual impacts while taking into consideration maintenance, access, and

public safety.

(A) Screening materials are to be provided in a manner that minimizes the

visual impact of the utility installation but also addresses crime prevention thTough

envirorunental design (CPTED) principles of maintaining views of the subject area from public

locations such as sidewalks and streets.

(B) Solid or opaque screening materials are permitted when palt of an

existing design element of the site.

ii. Location Standards.

(A) Location does not block views within sight distance angles of

sidewalks, driveways and intersections.

(B) Located to minimize blocking views from and of the principal

struchlre(s).

(C) Cluster utility installations within the streetscape whenever possible.

b. Medium ground-mounted utility boxes and large ground-mounted utility boxes

shall be considered routine and uncontested matters as outlined in Chapter 21 A.14 of this Title

when such facilities are located within an existing parking lot or when within the buildable lot

area of an institutional or commercial use, and such facilities shall be subject to the screening and

location standards of subsections 2(a)(i)(A)-(B) and 2(A)(ii)(A)-(C) of this Section.

3. Commercial, Downtown, Gateway and Special Purpose Districts other than those

listed in subsection 21A.40.160(2) herein shall be subj ect to the following requirements:

5



a. Small and medium ground-mounted utility boxes shall be considered pennitted

uses.

b. Large ground-mounted utility boxes shall be considered routine and

uncontested matters as outlined in Chapter 21 A.14, and subj ect to the screening and location

standards of subsections 2(a)(i)(A)-(B) and 2(A)(ii)(A)-(C) of this Section.

4. Ground-mounted utility boxes in manufacturing distlicts are pelmitted uses.

5. In addition to subsection 2(a) and 3 of this Section, any ground-mounted utility box

located within an area subject to Section 21A.34.020 Historic Preservation Overlay District (H)

shall require Celiificate of Appropliateness review and approval with respect to location and

screenmg.

SECTION 9. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its

first publication.

Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this day of _

2008.

CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER

Translnitted to Mayor on _
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Mayor's Action: _________Approved. Vetoed.----

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER

(SEAL)

Bill No. of2008.----
Published: ---------

MAYOR

APPROVED AS TO FORM
Salt Ci~ Attorney's Office

Datalt~~'fI-.Lf-~¥-It\-_1I­

By_",---,---.p.""""""LL.1-J.&!,~Y~t:.--
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EXHIBIT A

21A.24.190 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Residential Districts

R- R-
USE FR-l/ FR-2/ FR-3/ R-1/ R-I/ R-I/ RMF- RJ\I F- RMF- RMF- J\1l1- J\Hi-

43,560 21,780 12,000 12,000 7,000 5,000 SR-I SR-2 SR-3 R-2 30 35 45 75 RB 35 45 R-J\IU RO

Public/private pI pI pI pI p' pI pI p' p' p' p' pI p' pI p' p' p' pH
utility buildings
and structures'



EXHIBIT B

21A.26.080 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Commercial Districts

USE
Public/private utility buildings and structures2

CSHBD



EXHIBIT C

21A.30.0S0 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Downtown Dish"iets
USE 0-1 0-2 0-3 0-4

Public/private utility buildings and structures) pi pi pi pi

Qualifying Provisions:

I. Subject to conformance to the provisions in 21 A.02.050B of this title.



EXHIBIT D

21A.31.0S0 Table of Permitted and Conditional Uses For Gateway Dish-iets
USE G-MU I

Public/private utility buildings and structures I pi I
Qualifying Provisions
I. Subject to conformance to the provisions in 21 A.02.050B of this title.



EXHIBIT E

0' t . t, I PF SIVde d'fOtt d21A 32 140 T bI f Pa eo errol e an on IlOna ses 'or ,peCIa UnlOse IS riC S
USE RP BP FP AG AG-2 AG-S AG-20 OS NOS A PL PL-2 1 VI I'm EI I\lU

Public/private pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi pi
utility buildings
and structures I

Qualifying Provisions
1. Subject to conformance to the provisions in 21A.02.050B of this title.



EXHIBIT F

. d Y d. RT bl 21A 36 020B Oba e structlOns In 1 equlre ar s

Front And
Corner

Side Side Rear
Type of Structure or Use Obstruction Yards Yard Yar·d

Porches (attached, covered and unenclosed) projecting 5 feet or less X
Ground-mounted utility boxes subject to the provisions of Section
21AAO.160 of this title X X X

Recreational (playground) equipment X
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