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TO: Salt Lake City Council DATE: July 29,2008 
Jill Remington-Love, Chair 

FROM: Frank Gray, Community & Economic 

RE: An Ordinance enacting Section 12.04.245, Salt Lake City Code, relating to 
Definition of Motor Bus; amending Section 12.52.140, Salt Lake City Code 4 relating to Bicycle Lanes - Right-of-way and Vehicle Restrictions; amending 
Section 12.84.010, Salt Lake City Code, relating to Definition of Motor Bus; and 
amending Section 12.84.130, Salt Lake City Code, relating to Stopping Bus in 
Traffic Line 

STAFF' CONTACT: Tim Harpst, Transportation Director, at 535-6630 or 
tirn.harpst@slcgov.com 

Dan Bergenthal, Transportation Engineer, at 535-71 06 or 
dan.bergenthal@slcgov.com 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council schedule a briefing and hold a public hearing. 

DOCUMENT TYPE: Ordinance 

BUDGET IMPACT: None 

DISCUSSION: 

Issue Origin: The City received a request from the Utah Transit Authority (UTA) to amend the 
City Code related to where buses are allowed to load and unload passengers. UTA requested the 
ordinance amendments to allow a bus to stop in an automobile or bicycle travel lane to load and 
unload passengers when no other option is available. This practice has been a long-standing bus 
operating procedure required due to space constraints on various streets, and yet is contrary to 
City ordinances. 
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Analysis: UTA recently brought to the City's attention Salt Lake City Ordinances 12.52.140 and 
12.84.130, which conflict with long-standing bus operating practices in the City. According to 
these ordinances, it is illegal for a bus to stop in a travel lane to load or unload passengers. Since 
it is not possible to always provide a 10-foot parking lane adjacent to a travel lane, buses 
routinely block part or all of an entire automobile or bicycle travel lane for brief periods of time. 
Staff review indicates that the impact of this practice on traffic flows in negligible. The 
Transportation Division has, therefore, determined that it is reasonable to allow buses to continue 
with this practice when a full-width bus stop lane is not available. The proposed updates, if 
adopted, would allow this long-standing and reasonable practice to legally continue. 

Master Plan Considerations: None 

PUBLIC PROCESS: 

These issues were discussed in meetings of the Salt Lake City Mayor's Bicycle Advisory 
Committee. 

RELEVANT ORDINANCES: 

Salt Lake City Code Sections 12.04.245, 12.52.140, 12.84.010, and 12.84.130. 
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SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE 
No. of 2008 

(Motor buses within bicycle lanes) 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTION 12.04.245, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, 

RELATING TO DEFINITION OF MOTOR BUS; AMENDING SECTION 12.52.140, SALT 

LAKE CITY CODE, RELATING TO BICYCLE LANES - RAGHT OF '7:i'Y L\NPVEHICLE 

RESTRICTIONS; AMENDING SECTION 12.84.010, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, RELATING 

TO DEFINITION OF MOTOR BUS; AND AMENDING SECTION 12.84.130, SALT LAKE 

CITY CODE, RELATING TO STOPPING BUS IN TRAFFIC LINE. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake Citv, Utah: 

SECTION 1. That Section 12.04.245, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to definition of 

motor bus be, and the same hereby is, enacted to read as follows: 

12.04.245 Motor Bus: 

For the purpose of this title "motor bus" means and is defined to be any motor-propelled 

vehicle operated over the streets of the city regularly or at intervals along a definite and regular 

route, or between definite points within the city for the purpose of carrying passengers for hire, 

and which vehicle receives, carries and discharges as passengers such persons as offer 

themselves for transportation along such route or between such points. 

SECTION 2. That Section 12.52.140, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to bicycle lanes - 

0 -vehicle restrictions be, and the same hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

12.52.140 Bicycle Lanes--Vehicle ~ R e s t r i c t i o n s :  

No motor vehicle shall at any time be driven within or through, or parked or stopped 

within a marked bicycle lane, except to briefly cross such lane to turn into an intersection, street, 

alley, driveway or other parking area. A motor bus or school bus may briefly drive within or 



through, or stop within a marked bicycle lane while in the process of taking on or discharging 

passengers but, when doing so, said vehicles shall stop as near as practicable to the right-hand 

edge of the roadway. Any vehicle entering or crossing a marked bicycle lane se&mieg & l  

yield the right of way to all bicycles within the lane that are close enough to constitute an 

immediate hazard. No motor vehicle may use a bicycle lane as a turning lane. 

SECTION 3. That Section 12.84.010, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to definition of 

motor bus be, and the same hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

12.84.010 Motor Bus Defined and Applicabilitv of Chapter: 

For the purpose of this chapter "motor bus" means and is defined as set forth in s-ddked 

&-Section 12.04.245, or its s u c c e s s o ~  

-. Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to apply to any vehicle of which 

the destination or route is under the direction of the passenger or passengers transported therein, 

such as taxicabs. 

SECTION 4. That Section 12.84.130, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to stopping bus in 

traffic line be, and the same hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

12.84.130 Stopping bus in traffic line. 

m l e  in the process of taking on or discharging passenpers, 



the operator of a motor bus shall stop as near as practicable to the right-hand edge of the roadway 

as set forth in Section 12.52.140 of this Code, or its successor. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon the date of its first 

publication. 

Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this day of , 

2008. 

CHAIRPERSON 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 

Transmitted to Mayor on 

Mayor's Action: Approved. Vetoed. 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 

MAYOR 

- - APPROVED AS TO FORM 
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SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE 
No. of 2008 

(Motor buses within bicycle lanes) 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTION 12.04.245, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, 

RELATING TO DEFINITION OF MOTOR BUS; AMENDING SECTION 12.52.140, SALT 

LAKE CITY CODE, RELATING TO BICYCLE LANES - VEHICLE RESTRICTIONS; 

AMENDING SECTION 12.84.01 0, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, RELATING TO DEFINITION 

OF MOTOR BUS; AND AMENDING SECTION 12.84.130, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, 

RELATING TO STOPPING BUS IN TRAFFIC LINE. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah: 

SECTION 1. That Section 12.04.245, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to definition of 

motor bus be, and the same hereby is, enacted to read as follows: 

12.04.245 Motor Bus: 

For the purpose of this title "motor bus" means and is defined to be any motor-propelled 

vehicle operated over the streets of the city regularly or at intervals along a definite and regular 

route, or between definite points within the city for the purpose of carrying passengers for hire, 

and which vehicle receives, carries and discharges as passengers such persons as offer 

themselves for transportation along such route or between such points. 

SECTION 2. That Section 12.52.140, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to bicycle lanes - 

vehicle restrictions be, and the same hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

12.52.140 Bicycle Lanes--Vehicle Restrictions: 

No motor vehicle shall at any time be driven within or through, or parked or stopped 

within a marked bicycle lane, except to briefly cross such lane to turn into an intersection, street, 

alley, driveway or other parking area. A motor bus or school bus may briefly drive within or 



through, or stop within a marked bicycle lane while in the process of taking on or discharging 

passengers but, when doing so, said vehicles shall stop as near as practicable to the right-hand 

edge of the roadway. Any vehicle entering or crossing a marked bicycle lane shall yield the right 

of way to all bicycles within the lane that are close enough to constitute an immediate hazard. No 

motor vehicle may use a bicycle lane as a turning lane. 

SECTION 3. That Section 12.84.01 0, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to definition of 

motor bus be, and the same hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

12.84.010 Motor Bus Defined and Applicability of Chapter: 

For the purpose of this chapter "motor bus" means and is defined as set forth in Section 

12.04.245, or its successor. Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to apply to any vehicle of 

which the destination or route is under the direction of the passenger or passengers transported 

therein, such as taxicabs. 

SECTION 4. That Section 12.84.130, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to stopping bus in 

traffic line be, and the same hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

12.84.130 Stopping bus in traffic line. 

While in the process of taking on or discharging passengers, the operator of a motor bus 

shall stop as near as practicable to the right-hand edge of the roadway as set forth in Section 

12.52.140 of this Code, or its successor. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon the date of its first 

publication. 

Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this day of , 

2008. 



CHAIRPERSON 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 

Transmitted to Mayor on 

Mayor's Action: Approved. Vetoed. 

MAYOR 
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CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 
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