
DATE: May 13,2009 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Russell Weeks 

RE: Proposed Amendments to Salt Lake City Code Pertaining to Vehicles in Bicycle 
Lanes and Bicycles on One-Way Streets to Conform to Utah Vehicle Traffic Laws 

CC: Cindy Gust-Jenson, David Everitt, Ed Rutan, Frank Gray, Tim Harpst, Jennifer 
Bruno, Dan Bergenthal 

This memorandum pertains to proposed amendments to the Salt Lake City Code that 
would make the code conform to state laws that regulate how motorized vehicles should operate 
in a marked bicycle lane and how bicycles should operate on one-way streets. 

The proposed amendments are scheduled for a briefing at the City Council work session 
on May 19. The work session is scheduled to start at 2 p.m. in Room 326 of the City & County 
Building, 45 1 South State Street. 

Adopt the proposed ordinance. 
Do not adopt the proposed ordinance. 

I move that the City Council adopt the ordinance repealing Salt Lake City Code Section 
12.80.150 pertaining to the operation of bicycles on one-way roadways and amending 
Section 12.52.140 pertaining to bicycle lane vehicle restrictions. 
I move that the City Council consider the next item on the agenda. 

The proposed ordinance would bring the City Code into compliance with Utah traffic 
laws. 
The Salt Lake City Mayor's Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the proposed 
amendments, according to the Administration transmittal. 

The City Council adopted an amendment to Section 12.52.140, titled Bicycle Lanes - 
Vehicle Restrictions, on September 9,2008 to allow motor buses and school buses to stop in 
marked bicycle lanes to pick up and let off passengers. 



The proposed ordinance would - as Utah law allows - allow other motor vehicles to 
briefly cross marked bicycle lanes when making a right turn into intersections, streets, alleys, 
driveways or other parking areas, according to the Administration transmittal. Section 12.52.140 
currently contains the following sentence: "No motor vehicle may use a bicycle lane as a turning 
lane." The proposed ordinance would omit the sentence. 

The proposed ordinance also would repeal City Code Section 12.80.150 titled Operation 
of Bicycle on One Way Roadway. The section allows bicycle riders to "ride as near to the left side 
of the left through lane as is safe." According to the Administration transmittal, Utah Code 41 .- 
6a-70 1 includes the following language: 

A person operating a vehicle on a roadway at less than the normal speed of 
trafic shall operate the vehicle in the right-hand lane then available for trafic, or as 
close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when: 

(a) overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction; 
(b) preparing to turn left; or 
(c) taking a dzflerent highway or an exit on the left. 

According to the Administration, repealing City Code Section 12.80.150 would bring the 
City into conformity with the Utah law. 

As indicated, the Mayor's Bicycle Advisory Committee has reviewed the proposed 
ordinance and supports it, according to the Administration. 
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SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE 
No. of 2008 

(Bicycle Code Updates: Amending Section 12.52.140 which addresses operation of 
motor vehicles in bicycle lanes and repealing section 12.80.150 to eliminate conflicts 

with state law) 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 12.80.150, SALT LAKE CITY 

CODE, PERTAINING TO OPERATION OF BICYCLE ON ONE-WAY ROADWAYS; 

AND AMENDING SECTION 12.52.140, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING 

TO BICYCLE LANES -- VEHICLE RESTRICTIONS. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah: 

SECTION 1. That Section 12.52.140, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to Bicycle 

Lanes -- Vehicle Restrictions be, and the same hereby is, enacted to read as follows: 

12.52.140 Bicvcle Lanes -- Vehicle Restrictions: 

No motor vehicle shall at any time be driven within or through, or park or stop 

within a marked bicycle lane, except &-briefly -when t u m a  into an 

intersection, street, alley, driveway or other parking area. A motor bus or school bus may 

briefly drive within or through, or stop within a marked bicycle lane while in the process 

of taking on or discharging passengers but, when doing so, said vehicles shall stop as 

near as practicable to the right-hand edge of the roadway. Any vehicle entering or 

crossing a marked bicycle lane shall yield the right of way to all bicycles within the lane 

that are close enough to constitute an immediate hazard.- 

1- 
SECTION 2. That Section 12.80.150 Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to 

Operation of Bicycle on One-Way Roadway be, and the same hereby is, repealed. 
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SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon the date of its 

first publication. 

Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this day of 

,2008. 

CHAIRPERSON 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 

Transmitted to Mayor on 

Mayor's Action: Approved. Vetoed. 

MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 
- -- APPROVED AS TO FORM 

8 

Bill No. of 2008. 
Published: 

Page 2 of 3 



SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE 
No. of 2008 

(Bicycle Code Updates: Amending Section 12.52.140 which addresses operation of 
motor vehicles in bicycle lanes and repealing section 12.80.150 to eliminate conflicts 

with state law) 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 12.80.150, SALT LAKE CITY 

CODE, PERTAINING TO OPERATION OF BICYCLE ON ONE-WAY ROADWAYS; 

AND AMENDING SECTION 12.52.140, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, PERTAINING 

TO BICYCLE LANES -- VEHICLE RESTRICTIONS. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah: 

SECTION 1. That Section 12.52.140, Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to Bicycle 

Lanes -- Vehicle Restrictions be, and the same hereby is, enacted to read as follows: 

12.52.140 Bicycle Lanes -- Vehicle Restrictions: 

No motor vehicle shall at any time be driven within or through, or park or stop 

within a marked bicycle lane, except briefly when turning into an intersection, street, 

alley, driveway or other parking area. A motor bus or school bus may briefly drive within 

or through, or stop within a marked bicycle lane while in the process of taking on or 

discharging passengers but, when doing so, said vehicles shall stop as near as practicable 

to the right-hand edge of the roadway. Any vehicle entering or crossing a marked bicycle 

lane shall yield the right of way to all bicycles within the lane that are close enough to 

constitute an immediate hazard. 

SECTION 2. That Section 12.80.150 Salt Lake City Code, pertaining to 

Operation of Bicycle on One-Way Roadway be, and the same hereby is, repealed. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon the date of its 

first publication. 
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Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this day of 

-2008. 

CHAIRPERSON 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 

Transmitted to Mayor on 

Mayor's Action: Approved. Vetoed. 

MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

CHIEF DEPUTY CITY RECORDER 

Bill No. of 2008. 
Published: 

APPROVED AS 'r0 
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