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SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL  

MEMORANDUM 
______________________________________________________________________________

DATE:    October 2, 2009 

TO:     City Council Members 

FROM:    Jan Aramaki, Council Staff Member 

 

SUBJECT:     Annual Assessment for Special Lighting District L02 

 

CC:     Cindy Gust-Jenson, Lyn Creswell, David Everitt, Frank Gray,  

     Ed Rutan, Boyd Ferguson, Dan Mulé, Gordon Hoskins,  

     Tim Harpst, Michael Barry, Marina Scott, Garth Limburg,  

     Karen Carruthers, Susan Finlayson, Jennifer Bruno, Joyce 

     Valdez, Michael Stott, Shawn McDonough, Cindy Lou Trishman,  

     Sylvia Richards, Nick Tarbet, Quin Card, Jennifer Bruno, and  

     Blaine Carlton 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS: 1, 2, 4 and 6 

 

           FILE LOCATIONS:     Community Development/Special Lighting District L02/SID   

 

POTENTIAL MOTION:    
 
1. [“I move that the Council”]  adopt an ordinance for the 2009 annual assessment for 
Lighting District L02 (approving the assessment list and levying an annual assessment upon 
property in Salt Lake City, Utah Lighting District No. 2 known as L02 (“District L02”); establishing 
the effective date of the 2009 assessment ordinance; providing for a procedure to contest an assessment; 
and related matters).    

 

REQUESTED ACTION:   

  The Administration requests that the City Council adopt an ordinance to approve the 

annual assessment on the properties incorporated within Lighting District L02.  This action will 

renew the annual assessment levied upon each parcel of property described in the assessment list 

for the purpose of paying the costs for operating, maintaining, patrolling and furnishing of 

electrical energy.   Lighting District L02 was created on October 10, 1995 and consists of 11 

extensions located throughout Council Districts 1, 2, 4 and 6 (includes the Rose Park extension).  

 

  The Office of the City Engineer has determined that the total estimated annual costs for 

street lights in Lighting District L02 will be $151,061.  The City’s portion is $37,765 leaving an 
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assessment of $113,296 upon the 2,864 property owners in the lighting district.  The 

Administration has provided the City Council a parcel map illustrating the extensions within the 

district and a spreadsheet showing the costs and the number of properties within each extension.  

Assessments shall be payable on December 15, 2009. 

 

  The Administration reported that there is a provision for maintenance and power 

increases within the calculated original formula Notice of Intention back in 1996; therefore a 

public hearing is not required.   

 

  Within 15 days from the effective date, a property owner assessed within the District has 

an option to file a written appeal with the City Engineer.  First, the City Engineer’s Office will 

attempt to resolve the appeal, but if the resolution of the appeal involves an adjustment in the 

amount to be assessed against the property owner, the City shall convene a Board of Equalization 

and Review to consider the appeal, and make appropriate adjustments to said assessment. The 

City shall report to the property owner regarding the Board of Equalization and Review’s 

determination within five days after its recommendation has been made.  

 

 BACKGROUND: 

  The City Council approved funding for the Administration to retain a specialized 

consultant to analyze options for creating one city-wide lighting program with a discrete funding 

source.   The consultants have concluded their analysis which is currently under the review of the 

Administration.  

 

  Currently, Salt Lake City provides four lighting program options for City lighting:   

 

1. Special Improvement District (SID) –such as Special Lighting District L02, when 

property owners within a specific neighborhood desire special or more lighting than the 

City’s standard level of lighting and are willing to be assessed for the additional costs of 

the lighting, they may petition the City for the creation of a special assessment street 

lighting district.  Creating this kind of a district is a legal process whereby property 

owners can arrange for funding of a public improvement that will benefit their properties.  

Special assessment districts are formed by ordinance upon agreement of a majority of the 

area property owners.   

 

Street lighting districts require the abutting property owners to pay 100% of the capital 

costs of the lighting and 75 percent of the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

lights.  The City pays the remaining 25 percent as the equivalent of lighting that would be 

provided by the City.  The property owners’ costs are levied and billed annually in the 

form of special assessments.   

 

There are 42 existing street lighting special improvement districts (extensions). The City 

has combined the individual districts into three super districts to simplify the annual 

assessment process. These extensions were combined based on assessment due dates, not 

on geographical location.  On an annual basis, each district is renewed by assessment 

ordinance.    
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2. Traffic Safety Lighting is the standard base level of lighting provided on local streets for 

pedestrian and traffic safety at intersections as well as mid-block lighting (approximate 

spacing of 300 feet) at property owners’ option.  Mid-block lighting is an option as long 

as a majority of the property owners within 150 feet of the light location request are in 

support and a light is lacking within the 300 foot spacing.   Lights typically consist of 

either standard cobra head lighting fixtures on wooden poles or a decorative light and 

pole with underground wiring.  One-hundred percent of lighting costs (purchase cost, 

installation, maintenance, and operation cost) are paid by the City out of the General 

Fund. 

 

3. Continuous street lighting occurs along collector and arterial streets that handle higher 

levels of traffic volume, speed limits, and pedestrians and receive a brighter level of 

lighting and more uniform dispersion of lighting which consists of 6-8 lights per block 

face.  Lights typically consist of either cobra head lights on wooden poles or decorative 

fixtures and poles. 100 percent of lighting costs (purchase cost, installation, maintenance, 

and operation cost) are paid by the City out of the General Fund.  However, when new 

developments fronting on major streets need new or replacement continuous lighting, 

they are required to cover the costs. 

 

4. Private lighting has provided residential neighborhoods the option to purchase and 

install privately owned, decorative lights in the park strip public right-of-way since 1995.  

There are approximately 2,849 property owners who have lights wired directly to the 

electric service of their homes.  Each resident who owns a light is responsible to maintain 

and operate the light and is required to sign a revocable permit recorded with the 

property.  Neighborhood groups have the option to identify the style of light pole and 

fixture they desire.   

 

Individual property owners pay for the costs to purchase, install, maintain, and operate the 

lights; however, the residents have the option to apply and participate in the City’s 

Matching Grant Program which pays up to 50 percent of the capital cost to purchase and 

install the poles, lights, and underground wiring. 
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