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C.2 ‐ Public Hearing  
 
Resolution authorizing Salt Lake City Corporation to file an 
eminent domain action concerning a billboard located at 204 
West 2100 South 
 
 
POTENTIAL MOTION: 

 

[“I move that the Council”]  Adopt a resolution authorizing Salt Lake City 
Corporation to file an eminent domain action concerning a billboard located at 
204 Wet 2100 South in accordance with Utah Code Sections 78B‐6‐501, et seq. 
and 10‐9a‐513. 
 
[“I move that the Council”] Not Adopt a resolution authorizing Salt Lake City 
Corporation to file an eminent domain action concerning a billboard located at 
204 Wet 2100 South in accordance with Utah Code Sections 78B‐6‐501, et seq. 
and 10‐9a‐513. 
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TO: Salt Lake City Council
JT Martin, Chair

FROM: Frank Gray, Community and Economic Development Director

SUBJECT: Acquisition of three signs in lieu of permitting their relocation

STAFF CONTANCT: Wilf Sommerkorn, Planning Director

DOCUMENT TYPE: Resolution

DATE:2/9/10

RECOMMENDATION: The Administration recommends the COlillcil approve the resolution
authorizing eminent domain actions on signs at approximately the following locations: 204 West
2100 South, 906 West 700 South, and 541 West North Temple.

BUDGET IMPACT: The Administration has estimated value of the signs at a combined
amount of $835 based on their assessed value. The owner will no doubt claim they are worth
more, but absent a counter-offer or discovery, the Administration cannot estimate what those
values are. The Comi case will detennine the value of the signs ifthe paliies Call110t reach
agreement.

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: Reagan Outdoor Advertising ("Reagan") filed applications
to relocate three billboards. Those billboards are currently located atapproximately 204 West
2100 South, 906 West 700 South, and 541 West North Temple. PUrSUallt to the authority grallted
under state law, the Administration infoDlled Reagan that rather than allow the relocation it
would purchase those signs. Accordingly, the Administration requested infonnation regarding
the value of those signs. Reagan has not provided any such infOlmation and has rejected the
Administration's offer to purchase them, opting instead for a comi proceeding.

Reagan's light to request the relocation of these billboards arises under Utah Code Annotated
section 10-9a-513 (as to the signs located on 700 South and NOlih Temple) and 72-7-516 (as to
the sign on 2100 South). Both of those statues indicate that if the municipality denies a request
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to relocate it must pay the owner for the value ofthe billboard. That value can be detennined by
a court pursuant to the eminent domain process if the parties cannot agree onjust compensation.

Plior to initiating eminent domain proceedings, the Utah Code Annotated requires the City
Council to approve the filing of the action. Thus, in complying with the code, the
Administration requests the Council approve the accompanying resolution authorizing purchase,
through eminent domain if necessary, of these three billboards.

PUBLIC PROCESS:



RESOLUTION NO. OF 2010 
(Authorizing an eminent domain action) 

A resolution authOlizing Salt Lake City Corporation to file an eminent domain action 
concerning billboards located at 204 West 2100 South, 906 West 700 South, and 541 West North 
Temple in accordance with Utah Code Sections 78B-6-501, et seq., 72-7-501, et seq. and 10-9a-
513. 

WHEREAS, Reagan Outdoor Advertising ("Reagan") has requested to relocate 

billboards (or outdoor advertising stmctures) located (or approximately located) at 204 West 

., 
2100 South Street, 906 West 700 South Street, and 541 NOlih Temple Street; and 

WHEREAS, it is the City's policy to reduce the negative impact of billboards in order to 

"promote the enhancement of the city's gateways, views, vistas and related urban design 

elements of the city's master plans" (Salt Lake City Code section 21 A.46.160.A); and 

WHEREAS, the City denied Reagan's request to relocate the above-referenced 

billboards; and 

WHEREAS, Utah Code Section 1 0-9a-513 provides that if a municipality denies a 

billboard owner's request to relocate the billboard wlder celiain circumstances, the mlmicipality 

is deemed to have initiated the acquisition of the billboard by eminent domain; and 

WHEREAS, Utah Code Section 78B-6-504(2)(b) provides that an eminent domain action 

taken by a political subdivision of the State must be approved by the political subdivision's 

legislative body; and 

WHEREAS, Utah. Code Section 78B-6-505 requires that a local political subdivision 

exercising its eminent domain powers to acquire property shall "make a reasonable effort to 

negotiate with the property owner for the purchase of the property" before that local political 

subdivision's legislative body takes a final vote to authorize an eminent domain action; and 

WHEREAS, the City has attempted to negotiate the acquisition of the above-referenced 

billboards in good faith, but Reagan's representatives have refused to cooperate with the City in 



this matter, namely by refusing the City's requests for infonnation regarding the valuation of

said billboards.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of Salt Lake City:

SECTION 1. The City Council does hereby authorize the filing of an eminent domain

action in the Third Judicial District Comi to acquire billboards (or outdoor advertising structures)

located (or approximately) located at 204 West 2100 South Street, 906 West 700 South Street,

and 541 NOlih Temple Street, and for the City to take any and all measures necessary in

fmiherance of such action.

SECTION 2. Upon acquisition ofthe subject billboards, City Administration is urged to

pursue recycling of the billboard structures to be acquired or that such structures and materials

otherwise be put to a beneficial use consistent with the City's sustainability policies.

DATED this day of , 2010.

Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah, this __ day of

_______, 2010.

SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL

By: _
CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST AND COUNTERSIGN:

APPROVED AS TO FORM
Salt Lake City Attomey's Office
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